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This research is aimed at studying knowledge, attitude and behavior related to cyber-plagiarism for academic
purposes of graduate students in the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration area. The study was carried out on 427 students,
using two research methods — questionnaire-based survey and focus group interview.

The study has the following findings:

1. The number of years studied which is one of the study context variables is found to be statistically related to
knowledge and behavior related to cyber-plagiarism. Meanwhile, the stage of study is found to have statistical significant
relationship with attitude and behavior related to cyber-plagiarism;

2. Knowledge and behavior related to piagiarism in the general context is found to be statistically related to cyber-
plagiarism for academic purposes;

3. Ethics variables which include personal ethics, academic ethics and computer and information ethics are found to
have statistically significant relationship with cyber-plagiarism for academic purposes;

4. Knowledge and awareness about intellectual property law is found to be statistically related to knowledge and
attitude about cyber-plagiarism for academic purposes;

5. Opinion about the legitimacy of the enforcement of intellectual property law in developing countries’ context is found
to have statistically significant refationship with knowledge, attitude, and behavior about cyber-plagiarism for academic
purposes.

The study also concludes that special attributes of the Internet such as the ease of copying and pasting information
and user anonymity have made it impossible to probe cyber-plagiarism. Meanwhile, based on the research findings, graduate
students tend to resort to different ethical normative when they are in cyberspace from in reality, hence making cyber-
plagiarism more prevatent in practice. There also seems to some confusion among the studied graduate students in their
understanding of the Internet. Considering the Internet as a public sphere, they have confiated it to be a public domain in
which copyright principles should be exempted. In addition, there appears to be divided opinions about the legitimacy of
inteflectual property (IP) law in the Thai context. While some feel that the enforcement of intellectual property law will make
Thailand more civilized and provide incentives for innovators, others feel that IP is a major obstacle for the general Thai public

to reap benefits from information and that its enforcement may not be coherent with the Thai way of life.
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