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The objectives of this research were to 1) study conditions and problems of the
investigation process for crimes involving children and youths, 2) examine causes and types of
crimes committed by children and youths, and 3) discover means to improve the investigation
process for crimes involving children and youths in Khon Kaen province.

This is qualitative research. The informants were 21 cases consisting of three
investigators, three attorneys, three psychologists or social workers, three lawyers and three
trusted people by the children or youths, three young offenders, and three young accusers. Data
were collected using Semi-structured Interview, Interview Guide,In-depth Interview, and
Observation Guide. The Descriptive Analysis method was used to analyze data.

Results were as follows:

1. The investigation process for crimes involving children and youths consisted of
initial reporting, investigating, arresting, analyzing, and summarizing, as well as writing cases.

2. The problems of criminal investigation were insufficient personnel, equipment and
budget, social workers coming from different disciplines, not having an office with overarching
responsibility, a lack of good coordination, not having private interrogation rooms, and sexual
assault victims being too shy to come forward.

3. The causes of children and youths committing crimes arise from five sources: the
offenders themselves, their friends, their families, their environment, and the media. Most
young offenders were males, while most of the victims were females. Property crimes were the
most prevalent, followed by drug offenses, sexual assaults, and non-sex related violent crimes,
respectively.

4. Means to improve the investigation process for crimes involving children and
youths in Khon Kaen province were that the government should increase number of personnel,
should have female investigators, should have female interdisciplinary teams and should provide
sufficient budget. Moreover, interdisciplinary staff members should receive equal pay. Each
province should have an organization specifically in charge of child/youth investigations.
Finally, the government should follow-up on cases, when the suspects and/or victims return to

society.





