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The objective of this research was to study Thai government officials’ actions in
accepting and protecting the human rights of Chaoley people (sea gypsies) in terms of preserving
their traditions and culture, their homes, land policies, and providing basic‘ facilities, and to study
the Chaoley’s expression of their rights and responsibilities and their political conscience as Thai
citizens.

This was a qualitative research. The sample consisted of 32 people including the
community leader, important figures, and Chaoley people, both men and women, in the
community and 16 govermnment officials. A literature review, informal in-depth interviews,
observations, and group discussions were used for data collection.

The results showed that there were 1,330 Chaoley people living in Moo 4, Tambol
Rasada, Mueang District, Phuket. The majority were fishermen and were living in povérty. The
related government agencies gave equal treatment to the Chaoley who were Thai citizens and
those who were not Thai citizens in terms of preservation of their traditions and culture, their
homes, education, medical care, careers and basic facilities. The Chaoley fulfilled their
responsibilities as Thai citizens but were not able to fully perform their duties and receive all their

rights due to their economically, socially and educationally disadvantaged status





