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45107210 : MAJOR : ART HISTORY
KEY WORD : MURAL PAINTINGS OF PHRA MALAI

DENDOA SILPANON : THE MURAL PAINTINGS OF PHRA MALAI IN THE
CENTRAL PART OF THAILAND. MASTER’S REPORT ADVISOR : PROF. SANTI
LEKSUKHUM. Ph.D. 225 pp.

This research aims to study forms and development of murals depicted Phra Malai stories in
the central region of Thailand, including styles of art, principles, influence and inspiration of paintings
creation from Ayutthaya period to the present.

From the research, it was found that;

Murals of Phra Malai in the central region, assumed from the evident found, had been created
from late Ayutthaya period in 16" century and had continuous development ever since. The paintings
were influenced by forms and principles of Phra Malai literatures and related stories, especially the
topics of the world, developed through the changing condition of the society, economy, knowledge and
beliefs.

Murals of Phra Malai in late Ayutthaya period depicted the stories impact by early Phra Malai
literatures written in Lanna distributed to the central region since 17" century; Malai Sutra
(Malayathewattherawatthu), in which concentrated on the principles of the results of good Karma. The
paintings in Bangkok period were inspired by the principies from the three worlds literatures and late
Phra Malai stories had written from middle 17" century; Malai Scripture, Phra Malai Chanting Verse,
Malai Minor Scripiure and Pra Malai Sermon Verse, in which concentrated on the results of bad and
good Karma.

Murals of Phra Malai in the central region were gained the most significance in early Bangkok
period during the reign of King Rama I-III, and declined after that. Traditional Thai paintings, had
continuous depicted the scenes in Phra Malai stories since late Aytthaya period, were waned after the
reign of King Rama III, as a result from an influence of western painting technique applied in Thai arts.
Finally, Phra Malai paintings were diminished as the time reproductions of paintings from printmaking

were gaining their popularity all over the country.





