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The Study on the Development of Land Information and Mechanisms Land
Administration at the Local Levels.

Abstract 1 .7 3 2 0 v

Allocation of land to the poor is one of the three priority policy areas on social
and poverty related issues. This Study has been initiated by the recognition that
poverty eradication through land allocation measures requires as preconditions, the
existence of land information, local-based management systems and participation. In
reference to the goal of poverty alleviation, the objective of the study is to review the
current status of land information at the local levels and the mechanisms for land
administration as the basis on which to formulate approaches in management of the
demands and supply sides of land resources.

Within the framework of this study, 10 provinces were selected as case study
sites, namely Chiang Mai, Uthai Thani, Lopburi, Srakaew, Suphanburi,
Kanchanaburi, Buriram, Ubon Ratchathani and Surat Thani. Findings confirm the
hypothesis that incidences of poverty are closely correlated with access to land and
ability to utilize land and mainly conditioned by the fact that in the case study
provinces, agricultural production is still the main source of income.

On supply of land, the ability to identify new sources of supply appeared to be
limited. This is particularly true for public land since almost all the land that can be
used has already been brought under production and cannot be reallocated. The only
feasible option is therefore to improve the efficiency of the existing land supply and
focus on measures to improve market mechanisms to adjust demand and supply
situations. Furthermore, in allocation of public land for purpose of poverty
alleviation, the approach should be for public agencies to classify land under their
responsibilities. One important classification is land, which will not be needed for
any specific purposes and which can immediately be allocated to the poor whereas for
the remaining areas, public agencies should be required to formulate a short, medium
and long-term land-use plans. One other supply option is private land. Private land
can be procured for purposes of reallocation to the poor, in the short-run, through
leasing arrangements. In the longer run, with the expectation that once the income
situation has improved, the tenants can purchase the land thereby ensuring security of
tenure on a long-term basis.

As for the modality for land allocation, the Study Team has reviewed and
acknowledged that the procedure adopted by the Poverty Eradication Centre should be
the best approach. That is, in the short-run, in order to launch the policy,
implementing agencies will have to use existing laws, rules and regulations, but with
additional screening criteria such as occupation, the numbers of the family members,
former settlement areas, the size of the land that the applicants may already be
utilizing, etc. These additional conditions would ensure that the approaches adopted
by the implementing agencies are more compatible with each other. In the long run,
the problems of discrepancies of laws, rules and regulations are already being
addressed by the Sub-Committee for Revision of the Legal Framework on Land
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Rights and Documentation. The conclusions, which should ensure the standardization

and harmonization of legal properties of land rights, should be completed by the
middle of year 2006.

In addition to the above, the Study also recommends criteria for screening the
‘target beneficiaries’ as well as made observations over the legal properties of land
documents and values with respect to access to formal sources of capital.
Recommendations were also made on amendment of certain pieces of legislation such
as the Agricultural Tenancy Act 1981 to take into account the interests of both
landlords and tenants. Legal provisions on land taxation can also be revised to provide
incentives for landowners who voluntarily wish to sell or lease land to the poor. Both
measures would also ensure increasing land supply for reallocation. Finally, the
Study also made observations on approaches to the collection of local land database as
an efficient and cost-effective instrument to support land administration policies.



