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Research Project: The Myanmar Foreign Policy in Ethnic Minority Context and Impact on

Thai-Myanmar Relationship
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The objective of this rescarch is to invitigate the Myanmar’s foreign policy with China
and India which relevant to ethnic mimority context since 1988. The findings in this study are as
tollows: 1) Myanmar government has successed in conducting its foreign policy to serve the
national security on cthnic minority problems. 2) Myanmar has persuaded China and India to
monitor the border and to curtail the ethnic armed groups which operate against Myanmar
government along the border. Several armed groups such as the Kachin Independent Army and
the Communist Party of Burma which composed ot the Chinese Kokang and Wa ethnics and
some of Shan armed groups had agreed to ceasefire with Myanmar government.

India. on the other hand. agrecs to co-operate with Myanmar to monitor the border and to
suppress the ethnic armed groups such as Chin and Naga as well as the political movements
which operated along India-Myanmar border. Consequently, the India government offers
developed projects to boost up the border trade such as infrastructure construction to encourage
zoods and people transportation between the two countries. The drastic changes on India-
Myanmar and Sino-Myanmar borders. have encourage Thai government to rethink her policy
toward the ethnic minority armed groups along Thai-Myanmar border. Many develop projects are

oftered to Myanmar government in the tight uf co-operations between the two countries.



