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Dengue viral infection is one of the most important public health problems in Thailand.
Laboratory diagnosis is limited by a need to draw blood and pediatric patients are not
happy to cooperate. Our group studied a feasibility of using oral specimens and/or urine for
dengue diagnostics. A pilot study in a handful of patients showed that the virus could be
detected in 30-50% of oral specimens and 80% of urine. This is true even for late febrile
specimens. Sensitivity was comparable or even slightly better than that of serum specimens
in previous studies. As for antibody detection by ELISA, aimost all patients gave positive
results in both saliva and urine specimens. This is related to the fact that late febrile and
postfebrile specimens were employed. In conclusion, oral specimens and urine have a
potential to be used for dengue diaghosis and deserve further research and development

for clinical and epidemiologic applications.
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