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Abstract
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A Networking Development Research Project for Sustainable Tourism: Sriwichai Cultural

Route at Chaiya

Research Team: Assistant Professor Nanthawan Changkid
Dr.Inthuwanna Choeichuensakun
Ajaan Pornthip Thaweenong

Ajaan Aduna Nido
Grant: from Office of the National Higher Education Committee

Budget Year: 2004

The Networking Development Research Project for Sustainable Tourism: Sriwichai
Cultural Route at Chaiya was granted by The Office of the National Higher Education Committee
in budget year 2004. The main reason in choosing this Cultural Route target group is to
concentrate on making a profit to benefit business and not respecting environment because
currently there is no balance between tourisms and nature. The majority Suratthani tourists
prefer visiting the natural beauty tourist destinations, such as Ko Samui, Ko Pha-ngan, but
Suratthani also has others kinds of attractions, others places to visit and others things to do.
Especially Chaiya which is known for it's monuments, ancient history, museums which contain
antiques. There is evidence that Chaiya was once the center of the Sriwichai Period. If the
people in Chaiya study the ancient way of life, cherish and preserve this way of life, this will
attract more tourists. Moreover, this will increase and distribute income in Chaiya. Overall,
this will strengthen the people in Chaiya spiritually and economically by providing sustainable
tourism.

Research questions are as follow 1) Which cultural destinations should be included
in the Sriwichai Cultural Flan at Chaiya ? 2) What knowledge, understandings, experiences

and attitudes do the people of Chaiya need to cherish and preserve this cultural
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environment ? 3) How will the background and history of Chaiya attribute to the learning

process to provide sustainable tourism?

Research objectives are as follow 1) To identify the cultural destinations for the
Sriwichai Cultural Plan at Chaiya, 2) To identify the knowledge, understandings,
experiences and attitudes the people of Chaiya need to cherish and preserve this cultural
environment and the students and teachers at Surrathani Rajabhat University will benefit
by learning process to develop sustainable tourism. 3) To study the relation between
culture, environment and economic which lead to develop a sustainable tourism at Chaiya.

and 4) To promote and develop a sustainable tourism network at Chaiya.

Research benefits based on 1) The local people of Chaiya love and cherish their
culture. 2) The local people of Chaya will participate in preserving, promoting and
developing their town as a tourist attraction. 3) When this plan becomes weli-known,
tourists will come to Chéiya with good understanding of Chaiya's cultural religion and
history. 4) The students and teachers at Surrathani Rajabhat University will benefit by
learning the networking process to develop sustainable tourism. Our University has a
network with government organizations and non-government . 4) Provide employment,
increase and distribute income to the local people in Suratthani and in Thailand.

6) This is in of the processes, which will strengthen the local people spiritually and

economically.

We use participatory action research including observation, interviewing, meetings,

focus groups and workshops as research methodology.

Research Results are itinerary for Sriwichai Cultural Plan at Chaiya for four days
’Day 1: Visit Suan Mokkhabararama (The Grove of the Power of Liberation) for one day

and cne night



181419

Day 2: Visit Chaiya local museum for one day

Day 3: Visit Pumriang Village - Wat Samuhanimit - Wat khao - Wat Tungchabchang
- Plabpla - Laem pho - Wat Trapungchig for one day

Day 4: Visit Wat It - Wat Chumpa - Wat Saklek - Wat Phraprasob - Wat Palaelai -

Wat Kieo - Wat Loang - Khoa Numroan for one day

The local people of Chaiya have a fine un:derstanding about the plan for sustainable
= tourism. They are ready to welcome Thai and foreign tourists. They display gocd attitude to
tourism. They are willing to share ideas for developing tourism in Chaiya, especially
Pumriang people. They understand eco-tourism and could define a plan of natural tourism

in their community.

Sixty-two percent of the Chaiya Cultural Committee thinks that this district can
develop their tourism, ninety-four percent should be ancient monuments and natural tourism
followed by antiques. The members of this committee would be pleased if their hometown
became a tourist attraction and the local people would participate in developing the village.
They also think that it could attract more tourists if governmentai organizations help them by
providing public information, training courses to increase concerning knowledge and

understanding.

The problems that the local people may have are as follows: lack of providing public
information, qualified tour guides, a poor system of tourism management, lack of qualified,
permanent personnel in each center, lack of government cooperation in tourism, plan to
sell products which according to the tourist demands, decrease the conflicts between
suppliers, organize a meeting for whom it may concern to analyze the strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities and treats of the tourism process.

Suggestions

1) Enlarge the participation to diverse groups of people in the local community.
2) Use suitable strategies for each community.

3) Multiply methods and processes to collect and verify data.

4} The working plan should be flexible and changeable according to the local
people.

5) Continue research in the same local community to develop a network for

sustainable tourism.





