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The research on the title of “The Guideline of Buddhist Tourism in Suan
Mokkhaphalaram, Chaiya District, Surat Thani Province” was conducted in order to
study the Buddhist tourism management in Suan Mokkhaphalaram to determine the
tourism management system and the differentiation between the Buddhist Tourism
and the general tourism for the purpose of developing and sustaining the Buddhist
Tourism constantly. The Sustainable Tourism is defined as a kind of tourism which
operates and manages the system of administration without any effects on
environmentaif resources, economics, and social rather than the tourism management
system operated recently. Although the tourism gains a lot of incomé to the country,
we can not deny an aspect of its negative effects. That is, general tourism focuses on
consumption stimulation and offers too much tourists needs. This weakness of general
tourism destroys a lot of natural resources rapidly. This negative effect results in the
natural resource structures and it is the starting point to many problems causing for
the tourism. Thus, this research is an important unit of knowledge to sustainable

tourism development continuously.
Purposes of the Research

The three main purposes of the research are:
1. To study Buddhist tourism management in Suan Mokkhaphalaram.
2. To study tourism activities relating to Buddhist dharma propagation for
tourists.

3. To investigate the tourists’ perception of dharma principles.

The steps of data collection were described as follows.
1. The people who concern in administration and management of Buddhist
tourism in Suan Mokkhaphalaram was interviewed.
2. Questionnaires were launched into 200 tourists to determine their perception

of Buddhist Tourism.
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The Findings of the Research

The findings of this research are summarized as follows.

1.

There are three principal management systems of Buddhist tourism in Suan
Mokkhaphalaram; (1) the conservative management to preserve natural

resources as good as possible in order to be useful in dharma practice and to

propagate dharma using the nature as a mean for communication, (2)

increééing building construction to teach and propagate dharma and dharma
disciplines to suit the nature of different learning styles such as, spirit houses
of entertainment, and (3) the convenient management in tourists basic needs
such as, car parking, toilets, accommodations, public relétion centers,
including the rules and disciplines used in different way form others.

There are two types of tourism activities and dharma practice propagation in
Suan Mokkhaphalaram; (1) visiting by oneself following the available maps
and directions given, and (2) attending dharma sermon given by monks
prepared by Suan Mokkhaphalaram depending on tourists needs. However,
most tourists like visiting Suan Mokkhaphalaram by themselves. In addition,
dharma conVeyance for tourists to comprehend is a well-known activity in
Suan Mokkhaphalaram because of its topography which provides a lot of
dharma materials, and dharma centre which collects books written by
Buddhatan Pikku.

The study of tourists’ perception in dharma principles was found that most
tourists gain the knowledge of dharma principles form various sources,
especially the signboards containing dharma disciplines. Moreover, most
tourists understand dharma principles well, especially “Dharma is the nature”.

They can also explain its meaning in deep comprehension correclty.

Therefore, the tourism management of Suan Mokkhaphalaram is different from

others. That is, the tourism management of Suan Mokkhaphalaram foucuses on

tourists to control themselves in consuming and spending for their expenses

sufficiently, to review their goals of life to be consistent with the nature, and to make

peace in the social. This management differs from general tourism which focuses on
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the tourists needs resulting to environmental resources problems, social problems
because of lack of controlling the morals correctly.

Based on the results of the research, some recommendations for tourism
management in this area might be proposed that general tourism management should
operate the management system as same as Buddhist tourism management of Suan
Mokkhaphalaram in order to develop tourist and tourist agency behaviour realizing
suitable uses of natural resources for revising their life and social goals at the same

time.





