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The purpose of this study was to explore/examine the properties of the dyes
extracted from different parts of local plants as compared with the properties of
commercial water color paint.

In the experiments, carried out with 47 plants, 10 plants gave satisfactory
results. Four invited artists used the dyes to paint nine paintings. They were, then
interviewed. Many of their answers resulted in the findings of this research.

The study found that generally the application of the dyes was no different from
commercial water color paints. It was best, however, that the dyes were used soon after
they were produced or else there would and could not be used again. After about six
months the colors on the paintings changed and faded markedly, especially the colors
from the dyes extracted from leaves or flowers. Dyes from some plants changed colors
as soon as they touched the paper.

It is interesting that dyes from local plants have similar properties as commercial
paints do, particularly in terms of application. The limitations found will need further
study and improvement, perhaps with some chemical treatment. For educational
purposes, however, students and teachers should be encouraged to use local plants
and other local materials to create their work and to carry out experiments to improve

the properties of the dyes.





