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Abstract ' 2 2 2 9 3 5

A research of “A Study of marketing situation and trends of oyster shells in coast area of Tamboon
Tartong, Amphur Karnjanadit, Surat Thani Province” aimed to study marketing situation and trends of
oyster, demands of oyster market by size and quality, and to make database of oyster farmers in Tamboon
Tartong, Amphur Karnjanadit, Surat Thani Province. The sampling group was oyster producers, oyster
merchants and consumers. The research methodology were questionnaires and in—depth interview. The data
was analyzed by descriptive analysis statistical method. The study found that :

1. In an aspect of oyster production, problems and threats during production process, such as
impacts of water pollution, natural brackish water, oyster shell robbery, high labor cost, and expensive oyster
shell seed.

2. In an aspect of oyster shell marketing, there were only few problems and threats about
marketing, such as the decrease of oyster shell price, competitive—based market, direct sale from farmers to
middle—traders, and less marketing promotion.

3. In an aspect of oyster shell products, farmers sold just only one type which was in-shell. The
shells were classified by size. However, restaurants in Sarat Thani Province rarely sold in-shell oyster
because raw-meat oyster’s price was higher. It was probably caused by recent oyster farm business which
became larger. It resulted to the improvement of administration that divided into product collecting business-
and off-shell oyster business.

4. In an aspect of sale pricing by farmers, the price was set by oyster shell collectors and buyer, as
well as oyster size and quantity per purchase.

5. In and aspect of distribution, farmer sold in-shell oyster to rural collectors, Bangkokian tranders,
and Surat Thanian traders, because the purchasers would come to buy oyster shells at farms. They also had
their own classifying and packaging. Therefore, the farmer did not involve transporting.

The significant notice of this research was that no farm had cleaning process of oyster in order to
eliminate or reduce bacteria to safety level for consuming before sale In fact, farmers should put oyster shells
through cleaning process before distributing, because consumer often consumed raw—meat oysters. Hence,

oyster cleaning business is suggested in order to add value to the products.





