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Abstract

The objectives of the research attempted to measure the factors of productions use
efficiency in the integrated farming. To study the eco-society background of the farmers in the
integrated farming. To examine the impact of the government policy towards to the farmers in
the integrated farming. To create the way to enhance the farmers to do farm in the form of
integrated system and to evaluate their performance in the integrated framing in Suratthani
province: Southern Thailand. The primary data are collected through the method of stratified
sampling from the samples farms for crop year 2010/2011. The sample comprised 408 farmers
"~ from 19 districts of Suratthani province. The statistical analyses were frequency, percentage,
mean and standard deviation. The binary logistic regression method is used for analyzing the
impact of the government policy to the factors use efficiency.

The statistic summaries represented that the majority of the respondents were male,
with over 36 years old. They were married and accounted for 3-4 persons in their households.
Their qualifications were only primary or secondary school. They were farmer in former time
and at the moment they do their farms in the form of integrated farming. Most of them
integrated plants and plantation. The major agricultures were natural rubber, palm oil, coconut,
and durian and backyard garden. The minor plantations were banana, mango teen, rambutan,
wollongong, corn, marg, sator, jack-fruit, pomelo and chili. Furthermore, they do their home-
grown vegetable such as short cycled plant because of daily sell. For example, pak-hrang, pak
wan kaffir lime leaves and eggplants. In the other form of the integrated farming are plants and
livestock, which were cow, hen, fishes and pigs in nature rubber culture. They also supply flogs
and walking catfishs. The respondents earned annually around 50,000 Baht. They own land
accounted for 10 rais planted areas. Their experienced in integrated farming were 5-10 years.
Fifty percent of the farmers trade their product by themselves. However, some farms sell their
product at the farm gate. Most of the farmers made their own decisions to do in the integrated
system. However, the neighbor and relatives including the government officers played an
important role to enhance the integrated farming. Although only sixty percent of the
respondents used to take an agriculture improvement course once a year, their income and
level of living were better than formerly.

The results of the study base on the primary data showed that the factors of production
use efficiency for the whole and each itern are at the medium Level. It can be rank as follows :

the entrepreneur use, capital use land use and labour use, respectively.
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The benefit of the integrated farming which opined by the farmers were that land
reformed was conform to the integrated farming system and they could use more benefit from
land in the farming system. For labour use efficiency, the farmers employ more competency of
their own labour in their families. Capital use efficiency was agreed that they earn high income
before the harvesting of major crops. Furthermore, the integrated farming could initiate the
entrepreneur skill of the farmers for the attractive, pay more attention to fuffill their responds
and ethics and enhance their performances in the integrated farming system.

The government policies directly affected the farmers in the integrated farming were at
the low level. The binary logistic regression showed that some measurements have more
impact to the factors use efficiency in the integrated farming. The results were as follows:

To record the farming account has an impact to land use and labour use efficiency at
39 percent and 42 percent, respectively. The officer's consultant made more improvement to
labour use and entrepreneur use efficiency at 73 percent and 51 percent, respectively. Water
supply management rise the efficient of land, labour and capital at 61 percent, 42 percent and
41 percent, in that order. Finally, place encouragement also made more efficient of land use
and entrepreneurial at 20 and 62 percent, correspondingly.

The way to enhance the farmers to do their farms in the form of integrated system are
(i) Office of local government which concern the agriculture sector should publish the useful
information of the farmers who success in integrated system in order to incentive the farmers to
do their farms in integrated system. (i) to provide knowledge and better understanding in
integrated system and (jii) to promote the self-sufficient concept and held the visit study in self-
sufficient learning center

The evaluate performances of farmers can be concluded that the farmers in suratthani
province join the integrated farrning around 50 percent of all farmers. Their income and level of
living were better than formerly. It is because they can daily sell, weekly sell monthly sell and
yearly seli their products. In the same time, they can reduce their expense since they consume
their own products. Further, they can reuse their byproducts.

The data interviewed from the 13 best practice farmers showed that, they initiated their
farm in form of the integrated farming since 1997. The challenge of moving to the integrated
farming is involved the government policy. The form of farms was plant-plant and plant-
livestock. They earn around 9,000-14,000 baht per month. The request from the government
office was knowledge providing. In other hand they would like the government office to promote

their success in order to make more incentive for farm integration.
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The finding from the focus group meeting, which hold in Kirirat district show that the
agricultures do their farm in form of plant-livestock. They earn their income accounted for
1,000-2,000 per month. The obstacle in doing the integrated farming concerns unfertile land
and need for improvement. Concept of self-sufficient is also should be provided to the
agricultures.

The results of this study were beneficial to government implementation. These suggest
to the local government office in Suratthani planning to enhance their roles for more efficient
using. The first task should be provided to the farmers is farm accountant. The second, the
officers have to guide and endow with knowledge to farmers. The third, sources of water are
the one important factor, which should be granted by the local government official. Finally, the
channel for product sale ought to support to the farmers in the integrated farming.

Keywords — Component; The Factors Production Use Efficiency; The Integrated

Farming; Southern Thailand.



