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In this thesis, the researcher investigates the process of transferring
local wisdom in Prae Wa silk production in the Phu Thai Dam community
Prae Wa Silk Weaving Group at Ban Phon, Phon subdistrict, Kham Muang
district, Kalasin province.

The sample population consisted of twenty members of the Phu Thai
Dam community Prae Wa silk weaving group engaged in the original, current,

and innovative styles of weaving.
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The instruments of research used by the researcher were structured and non-
structured interview forms. Findings were presented in the form of descriptive
narration.

Most of the interviewees were older than the age of thirty. They were
married Buddhists with a matthayom sueksa level of education. In respect to
occupation, they were principally farmers and also occupied as weavers. Their
average annual income was between 70,000 and 120.000 baht. The monthly
income derived from the production of Prae Wa silk was between 2.000 and
10,000 baht. Each family had a family member who could weave Prac Wa
silk.

Most of the interviewees had had this traditional knowledge transferred
to them since they were ten years of age and thence on a continuing basis.
They had twelve or more years of experience in producing Prae Wa silk. They
were interested in the production of Prae Wa silk because they would like to
make careers as producers of this silk product which would provide them with
an income. They greatly enjoyed the silk production work. In addition. they
would like to have somebody to whom they could impart the knowledge they
harbored of the production of Prae Wa silk as a kind of inheritance. Most of
them had had this knowledge transferred from their mothers. This knowledge
transfer was affected and solidified through observation, experimentation, and
the accumulation of experience.

They were adept at weaving Prae Wa silk in a wide range of patterns

(bunches of flowers, floating snakes, hooks, intertwined hooks, tabong, chum

(7)
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tin ma, star flowers, lotus, vertical towers. horizontal towers, kha khe, krabuan
noi flower, and cho tin phan). The first step in training was to be trained in
growing mulberry trees and raising silkworms. Their first productions of Prae
Wa silk cloth involved weaving patterns of floating snakes and serpents. The
floating snake pattern was considered the easiest pattern to weave with the
most difficult one being the cho tin phan pattern.

In regard to the process of local wisdom transfer in respect to the three
styles of weaving, viz., original, current, and innovative, the pattern of transfer
was based on community inheritance through the fact that all members of the
community were familiar with and accustomed to the weaving of this cloth
from childhood. The direct method of transfer was through demonstration by
presenting examples of the process of weaving to the learners. In the next
stage, learners would experiment with weaving involving a trial and error
process. They consulted with one another when they were concerned to
develop innovative patterns.

The motivation for knowledge transfer in this case is that Prae Wa silk
weaving is a source of income and the persons receiving knowledge transfer
are proud to see Prae Wa silk become a symbol of Kalasin province. Prae Wa
has become famous and is well-known both domestically and abroad. This is
indeed a case in which local wisdom can be of‘direcf economic value to the

local area, thereby enhancing the quality of life of villagers.

(8)
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