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In this thesis, the researcher investigates the law regarding the
performance of corrections officers in controlling inmates outside of prisons.
In the researcher’s view, this investigation will help ensure that the
performance of corrections officers in controlling inmates at courts in the
Bangkok Metropolitan will be in compliance with the law in addition to
becoming more efficient to the benefit of members of the general public and
the just treatment of offenders or the accused in accordance with the intent of
the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand.

Findings are as follows:

The researcher has found that there are no explicit legally-binding
regulations governing the performance of corrections officers in controlling

inmates outside of prisons. Especially is this the case when it comes to the
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conduct of corrections offices when controlling inmates during court
proceedings, inasmuch as specifically and concretely defined authority 1s not
extended to corrections officers in such cases.

There are related laws to which appeal is made in these cases, even
though the justification for their applicability to this situation remains unclear.
These related laws are The Corrections Act B.E. 2479 (1936), a law
specifically designed to regulate the Department of Corrections, ministerial
regulations issued in accordance with The Corrections Act B.E. 2479 (1936)
and regulations of the Ministry of Interior and the Ministry of Justice.

Nevertheless, various legal problem remain, especially the problem of
the absence of clarity concerning the authority vested in corrections officers in
controlling inmates at courts in the Bangkok Metropolitan area. There are
attendant problems in respect to the scope of authority that can be exercised
by corrections officers under these circumstances, including the justifiable use
of arms; the bearing of police regulations on the actions of corrections officers
in handling Type Six cases; conflicts between the Letter of the Department of
Corrections at YoTho 0705/Wo75 and The Constitution of the Kingdom of
Thailand B.E. 2550 (2007); and the problem of overlapping authority in
controlling inmates by reference to The Corrections Act B.E. 2479 (1936) and
the ministerial regulations of the Ministry of Justice as set forth in B.E. 2552
(2009) in which are specified varying locations for the detention,
incarceration or control of alleged offenders or the accused and convicts

awaiting final judgment for their cases.
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Therefore, it is appropriate to amend and augment the law applying to
corrections officers in controlling inmates outside of prisons for the sake of
clarity. The holding rooms in which inmates are held at courts should be
designated as on-site prison spaces. In respect to arms, Section 17 should be
amended so as to reflect circumstances in which others directly help inmates
to escape or abscond, or otherwise assist them in evading detention during
court proceedings. The types of arms prison officers can use or bear under
such circumstances in addition to their normal arms should be explicitly
determined and stated. Incorporating such specific measures should help
clarify legal issues regarding the performance of corrections officers in

controlling inmates outside prisons in the future.
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