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ABSTRACT

Nosocomial infections caused by Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus in an
intensive care unit have an impact on patients, personnel and hospital. Compliance with
evidence-based practice on transmission control is an important measure to reduce nosocomial
infection. The purpose of this quasi-experimental research is to examine the effect of knowledge
and practice promotional program among nurses on Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus
transmission control in an intensive care unit, Uthai Thanee hospital, during August to December,
2006. The study sample consisted of 29 nurses: 25 registered nurses and 4 nursing technicians.
The research instruments were developed by the researcher and included demographic data, an
opinion on knowledge and practice promotional program questionnaire, a lesson plan, a
handbook, a knowledge test and an observational recording form. The knowledge and practice
promotional program consisted of training, performance feedback, a reminder poster display, and
provision of personal protective equipment. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, Chi-
square test and Wilcoxon Match - Paired Signed - Rank Test.

Results revealed that after implementing the knowledge and practice promotional

program, the knowledge scores and proportion of right practice of Methicillin-resistant



Staphylococcus aureus transmission control among nurses were significantly improved at the

level of .001. All participants agreed to continue knowledge and practice promotional program.
This study indicates that multiple approaches and persistent encouragement are factors

lending to sustain a high level of knowledge and compliance with Methicillin-resistant

Staphylococcus aureus transmission control among personnel.



