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ABSTRACT 220764

The study aims to assess Thailand agriculture development, current state of affairs,
threat, and issues likely to affect the country’s agricultural production within the next
ten years. The study provides a broad comparison between agricultural research in
Thailand and selected countries. Also, incorporated in the report is an analysis of the
country’s agriculture and fishery policy.

The study team opts to partition the task entrust into three phases. The inception phase
covers data compilation, analyses of past- to on-going policies, assessing the farm
sector’s present situation, threats, obstacles, and the availability of agricultural
research services. The inception phase ends with the presentation of the findings to
the representations of the stake holders of various groups i.e. farmer’s representatives,
public servants, agriculture institutions, and private sector.

Suggestions and comments received from the participants of the meeting are treated
as inputs for the launching of the subsequent phase of the study which begins with the
drafting of Thailand’s long-term agricultural research direction and policy.

In order to test the validity of the draft and to solicit comments and suggestions, the
draft is presented to the forum of agricultural experts, prominent research scientists,
and representations of the country’s agricultural and fishery sector. Comments and -
suggestions solicited from the phase 2’s consultatlve meeting are used as inputs for
work on the concluding phase.

The final phase of the study entails the construction of tool kit needed for the
formulation of the country’s long-term agricultural research guideline. The major
component of the tool kit is the following four parameters required for research

~funding prioritization process i.e. (1) the economic relevance of the subject of
research, (2) the food security and the renewable energy issue, (3) the sustenance of
the environment, and (4) the social benefits i.e. the betterment of the quality of life of
the country’s farming and rural sector, in particular.

In addition to the four parameters suggested, the study team strongly recommends the
incorporation of the final checklist to be used as the determining criterion prior to the
approval and granting of funds to any research project. That is the do-ability and
deliverability of the proposed research.

Insofar as the future policy for Thailand’s future agricultural research is concerned,
the team recommends four research themes/agenda. These are (1) renewable energy
with emphasis on bio-fuels and bio-mass to alleviate Thailand’s dependence on
imported hydro-carbon, (2) the creation of added value crops and animals, (3) feed
stuff to replace commodities required as energy crops, and (4) fresh and sea water
farming including the coastal areas.





