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In this thesis, the researcher investigates the influence of free reading
on the development of English language skills in vocabulary, grammar and
writing, and reading comprehension.

As subjects of investigation, the researcher selected a sample
population of 120 Mathayom Sueksa Five students enrolled at Saréwittaya
School. Out of a research population of 220 students, members of the sample
population volunteered to participate in this investigation.

The researcher divided the members of the sample population into two
groups of sixty subjects each. One group was designated as the control group
and the other group as the experimental group. Both groups were pretested
prior to engaging in research project activities.
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E 11035

Both groups were taught reading in classes meeting on a regular basis
over the course of ten weeks. The students in the experimental group recorded
their reading progress in a reading record form. During these ten weeks, the
students in the experimental group additionally took two tests during activities
so as to exert control over them.

After ten weeks, the students in both the control group and the
experimental group were tested on vocabulary, grammar and writing, and
reading comprehension skills using the same test they were originally given.
Then, the pretest and posttest scores were compared so as to locate any
statistically significant differences in levels of the two groups. In analyzing
the data collected, the researcher utilized the #-test technique.

The instrument of research was a tripartite test: one part with ten items
tested knowledge of vocabulary, a second part with ten items tested grammar
and writing skills, and a third part with ten items tested reading
comprehension.

The test was pilot tested so as to determine its level of efficiency in
respect to reading comprehension. It was tested for efficiency when the level
of difficulty was between 0.20 and 0.80, the discriminatory power between
0.20 and 1.00, and the level of reliability before and after study at 0.90 with
the first test during study evincing a level of reliability at 0.90, and the second
test during study exhibiting a level of reliability at 0.92.

In addition, the researcher used a questionnaire to elicit data
concerning attitudes toward reading and conducted interviews to collect data

regarding student opinions concerning voluntary reading activities.
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Findings are as follows: E 11036

1. Differences were found between the experimental and control groups
at a statistically significant level of .01 in regard to the aspects of vocabulary,
grammar and writing, and reading comprehension. This means that the
students in the experimental group obtained higher scores in vocabulary,
grammar and writing, and reading comprehension than those in the control
group.

2. In the analysis of student opiﬁions concerning reading, both groups
of students voiced the same opinion that reading was a good way to spend free
time, it was pleasurable, and more reading sl:ould be done outside of the
classroom.

3. In analyzing the interviews with students divided into strong,
moderate, and weak groups, the researcher found that students in all three
groups thought reading was a good way to spend free time, that it was
pleasurable, and that more reading should be done outside of the classroom.

In respect to the results of the interviews with the three groups of
students, the researcher furthermore found that the students evinced the same
attitudes toward the organization of reading activities. In examining reading
progress records, the researcher determined that the group of strong students
read a greater number of books than those in the moderate and weak groups.
During the ten-week period, the members of the strong student group read
approximately ten books. The members of the moderate group read
approximately five books, whereas the members of the weak group read

approximately two books.
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