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In this thesis, the researcher investigates the English reading skills of
sophomore English majors at Thepsatri Rajabhat University and Phetchabun
Rajabhat University. Their ability to use English reading skills and strategies
was tested. Finally, the frequency with which the subjects of investigation used
English reading skills while reading passages in English was also tested by the
researcher.

The sample population consisted of seventy sophomore English majors

enrolled at Thepsatri Rajabhat University and at Phetchabun Rajabhat
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University, thirty-five of whom were enrolled at each university. These students
were registered in an English for Communication and Study Skills class.

In carrying out this inquiry, the researcher had three objectives in view
as follows: (1) To determine the levels of ability in using English reading
skills and strategies evinced by the students under study; (2) to determine
differences between these students in respect to the ability in using English
reading skills and strategies; and (3) to identify problems in using English
reading skills and strategies on the part of these students.

The instruments of research were twofold: First, the researcher utilized
a test couched at the reliability level of 0.79 to determine the levels at which
English reading skills were exhibited by the subjects of investigation. Second,
the researcher used a questionnaire to ascertain the frequency with which the
subjects investigated used English reading skills in the course of reading
passages in English.

Findings are as follows:

1. The sophomore English majors at Thepsatri Rajabhat University
occasionally used five reading skills and English reading strategies, whereas
two reading skills were frequently used. The sophomore English majors at
Phetchabun Rajabhat University occasionally used four reading skills and
reading strategies, whereas two reading skills and reading strategies were less
frequently used.

2. In regard to the levels of ability in English reading skills evinced by

the subjects of investigation enrolled at Thepsatri Rajabhat University, it was

)
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found that none of the students had scores at a very good level. Five students
had scores at a good level. Their reading ability was found to be at a level
higher than average. The scores of thirty students were found to be at a moderate
level. The level of their reading ability was found to be at a moderate level.
None of the students were found to exhibit low levels in reading ability.

None of the subjects of investigation enrolled at Phetchabun Rajabhat
University were found to be at a very good level in regard to English reading
skills. One student had a score at a good level. Their reading ability was found
to be at a level higher than average. The scores of twenty students on reading
ability were determined to be at a moderate level. The scores of twelve students
were found to be at a low level, thereby requiring major improvement. Their
corresponding reading ability was established to be at a beginner’s level.

3. In applying the chi-square test, the researcher found that the English
reading skills and the frequency with which reading skills and strategies were
used by the subjects of investigation was at the level of 0.295. The chi-square
test regarding English reading skills and the frequency in the use of reading
skills and strategies of the subjects of investigation enrolled at Phetchabun
Rajabhat University was found to be 0.561. These results were higher than the

statistically significant level of 0.05, and, therefore, there was no correlation.
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