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Seven hundred specimens of discolichen samples were collected from
barks and rocks at Phu Luang Wildlife Sanctuary in Loei province between
August 2005 and June 2010 at an elevation of 700 to 1,555 meters above sea
level from seven forest types. These seven forest types were coniferous forest,
dry dipterocarp forest, dry evergreen forest, lower montane rainforest, lower
montane scrub, mixed deciduous forest, and tropical rainforest.

Taxonomic investigation involving systematic identification showed
that there are eleven families, fifteen genera, fifty species, and eight taxa as

follows: Catillochroma melanotropa, Caloplaca aff. ferruginea, C. bassiae,

(iv)



E 12139

Haematomma cf. africanum, Lecidella carpathica, L. elaeochroma, Malmidea
microspora, and Micarea melaena, none of which has been previously found
in the Kingdom of Thailand. An additional five species found—Bellemerea
PL.1, Caloplaca PL.1, Haematomma PL.1, Malmidea PL.1, and Ramboldia
PL.1—are expected to be lichen species new to science.

The greatest lichen species diversity was found in lower montane scrub
(45 percent). The least lichen species diversity was found in coniferous forest
and dry evergreen forest. The greatest diversity of genera and species was
found to be in the Lecanoraceae family. The least genera and species diversity
was found to be in the Brigantiaeaceae family, Lecideaceae family,
Megalosporaceae family, and Pilocarpaceae family. However, three species of
lichens—Lecanora austrotropica, L. tropica, and Letrouitia transgressa—

were generally found in almost all forest types.
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