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The main theme of this thesis is a study on Sino-Lao relations in the post-cold war
era. Employing the concept of interdependence as a framework of analysis, the thesis
analyses factors affecting Laos and China relations since the end of cold war. The
hypothesis of this thesis is that diplomatic normalization and close relations between these
two countries in the post-cold war era, was determined by their respective economic and

security interests in the context of a changing international situation.

The research founds that international and internal changes are main factors
affecting Laos's normalization of relations with the People’s Rebublic of China in the post-
cold war era. At the same time, China's decision to normalize relations with Lao is because
of its desire to promote its economic and security interests. Thus since the end of cold war,

mutual interests have been crucial for the cooperation.



