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This thesis has 3 objectives. First, to study and understand the knowledge of
environmental change affecting health in a Karen Village at Lower Klity. Second, to
express the suffering and the problem, from a gender perspective at individual, family
and community levels. The villager's adaptation and ways of coping with problems are
studied. The research methods employed are participant observation, in-depth

interview and the villager's own writings and interpretations.

The research show that between women and men there is not distinctly
different, but rather complementary, bodies of knowledge that is characterized by their
direct experiences with the environmental change. The villagers have tried to describe
their own illness against the more powerful "official" discourse which negates theirs.
They describe their family member's sickness and sufferings in their own terms.
Their words reflect a marginalization discourse. The resistance process is based on
their eagerness to learn about their own iliness and from suppressed knowledge
condition to of own social spaces and struggles in the pubic sphere for years, enabling

them to interact with various actors in the public policy and communication.





