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Unsaturated polyester resin (UPE resin) and natural rubber latex (NRL) in the
amounts of 5 — 25 phr were blended in the presence of a dispersion aid. The dispersion
aids used were toluene and sodium laury! sulfate (SLS) in the amounts of 5 — 30 phr and
15 — 25 phr, respectively. The mixtures were cast at room temperature using methyl
ethyl ketone peroxide (MEKPO) as an initiator and cobalt octoate as an accelerator.
Mechanical tests on the cured samples revealed that the impact strength of the blended
resin was higher whereas the tensile strength, the flexural strength and the abrasion
resistance were lower than those of UPE resin. Furthermore, heat distortion temperature
(HDT) of the blended resin was also lower than that of pure resin. The amount of NRL,
the type and the amount of dispersion aids had significant effects on those properties.
It was found that the suitable amount of NRL, the type and the amount a dispersion aid

used were 15 phr of NRL and 10 phr of toluene.





