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This research argues that if emotion can be perceived of as a cognitive state or a

state of appraisal, then this perception has several important implications.

1.

Emotion should be recognized as not only as a causai driving force but also
as a rationale behind action. This means that emotion is always based on a
particular set of value judgements.

An emotion can be constructed by society as either “appropriate” or
“inappropriate” along gender lines. This allows a particular interpretation to
maintain and even enhance existing power relationships — in this case those
of a society which is inherently patriarchical.

The legal conception of a crime of passion, as can be discerned in those
articles of the law which relate to provocation and adequate provocation, is
based on the interpretation of anger. Anger is socially constructed as
“appropriate” for the male gender; by contrast, anger in women, especially in
“battered women”, is understood to be a syndrome of irrationality or even
insanity.

In order to ensure the dispensation of justice to women, the law and all its
conceptions and definitions relevant to crimes of passion must be reevaluated
and revised. In doing this, the patriarchal nature of the society against which
the existing law has been framed must be taken into account. Revision of the
law should carefully consider the principle of the value of the emotional
appraisal of the person committing the act. This is because a crime of
passion, especially those carried out by women who have experienced a
prolonged period of battering, is often committed with emotional appraisal

corresponding to the principle of justice.





