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ABSTRACT

This qualitative research aimed at the investigation of knowledge and
understanding on pathogenesis of leprosy and the practice on self care and disease
prevention among Thai Muslim patients and household contact person in Rueso
district, Narathiwat province. The twelve selected informants comprised three who
were being treated, two refused to be treated, two have recovered and five household
contact persons. In-depth interview including contextual observation and related
documents were applied for data collection, between May to August 2007. Content
analysis was presented.

Most informants misunderstood that skin lesions indicating leprosy were not
different from general skin disease. Leprosy was believed to be a hereditary or
congenital disease and occurred according to “God’s command.” Some patients
considered standard treatment for leprosy to be unacceptable due to the lack of
knowledge and understanding. Inappropriate practices on self-care and disease
prevention, such as coughing without proper caution was found. Household contact
persons displayed better knowledge and understanding about disease prevention than
the patients. They not only practiced on self-protection but also took care of other
family members by arranging annual check ups and watching for suspected leprosy
symptoms.

This study suggests that the patients believe of one’s illness is due to the
requirement of God. Thus, healthcare personal may appropriately apply the religion
concept in knowledge dissemination to achieve the effective leprosy control.



