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In this thesis, the researcher conducts a rhetorical analysis of the
Dhamma discourses delivered by Srisatya Narayan Goenka so as to understand
the communication techniques used in these discourses. These discourses are
delivered to attendees at ten-day Vipassana meditation (“insight meditation™)
courses. These Dhamma discourses are recorded and distributed to Vipassana
centers around the world. They are delivered without any modifications in
spite of attendee differences in background, race, and religion.

Dhamma discourses which can be delivered to all attendees in spite of
significant differences between them are worth studying. In this qualitative

research investigation, the researcher used a descriptive method. An analysis
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was conducted of themes, contents, and rhetorical devices used to support the
teachings presented in the discourses.

Findings are as follows:

Components and devices in the discourses are strongly correlated with
developing smooth transitions and thus establishing intra-discourse continuity.
Revealing continuity in the discourses is helpful in evaluating the type of
communication techniques used in the discourses.

The researcher also concluded that the communication techniques in the
Dhamma discourses delivered by Srisatya Narayan Goenka can be subsumed
under the communication category or type known as “information

communication.”
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