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In this thesis, the researcher surveys and analyzes the writing styles

and persuasive methods used in book reviews on the website Amazon.com.

In the course of studying the writing styles of book reviews on this website,

the researcher also makes comparisons with academic book reviews.

In addition, the researcher inquires into the relationships between rhetorical

devices and persuasive methods found in the book reviews on the website.

The hypothesis posited for this inquiry is that there are differences in

writing styles and objectives of book reviews found on websites of businesses

selling books and academic book reviews.

(@iv)



E 11043

The sample population consisted of eighty book reviews taken from
both fiction and non-fiction categories and which were collected in the period
between November 1, 2010 and February 28, 2011.

Findings are as follows:

1. Both fiction and non-fiction book reviewers used a writing style
in which were combined both narration and critique in the same piece.

For ﬁctioﬁ, narration was used to describe the characteristics of characters,
plots, and the context. For non-fiction, the narration was used to describe
contents and topics that were important issues addressed by the authors of the
books under review. The critique writing approach was used when discussing
the writing styles of the authors whose books were under review in addition
to expressing the personal opinions of the critics.

2. Fiction book reviewers used a larger number of rhetorical devices
than did reviewers of non-fiction. Rhetorical devices were used to describe
action and the attributes of characters. For non-fiction, it was found that
thetorical devices were used as well. They were used as components in the
critiques of the writing styles used by the authors whose books were under
review in addition to book contents. The researcher concluded that rhetorical
devices found in book reviews were used to enhance interest in the books
under review and to attract readers to view the website in greater depth so
as to search for additional information on books reviewed prior to making

decisions to purchase the reviewed books or not.

)
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3. It was also found that other types of information accompanied the
book reviews. This information included information about authors, awards
the books under review had received, quotations from the authors on book
contents, and the expression of opinions on the book by book critics. In respect
to reviews of fiction, the information given on the authors devoted attention to
discussing other books by the authors and the awards the authors had received.
In regard to non-fiction book reviews, it was found that the information on the
authors involved discussing the educational or the technical level at which the
book was aimed and the contents of the work itself. This material was included
so as to suggest the expertise and experience of the authors in being able to
deal with the contents of the books under review. In regard to quotations from
the reviewed books, it was found that dialogues between characters were quoted
in book reviews of works of fiction. However, quotations specifying content
details were used in non-fiction book reviews. In regard to the comparative
study of the theory of persuasion, the researcher concluded that such information
was used as a means of persuasion vis-a-vis the readers of book reviews and

enhanced book credibility.
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