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The aim of this study was to explore English language film dialogues
so as to uncover conversational implicatures. The conversational implicatures
found in this study were observed and analyzed pragmatically by employing
Grice’s cooperative principle and conversational maxims.

This study used a qualitative descriptive method. Three films were
selected: Bridget Jones’s Diary, Sweet Home Alabama, and Two Weeks
Notice. Seventy-five samples of utterances produced by characters in these
three films were selected: 17 samples from Bridget Jones’s Diary, 38 samples
from Sweet Home Alabama, and 20 samples from Two Weeks Notice.

The dialogues of the three selected films were explored and the

conversational implicatures were uncovered and identified. The conversational
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implicatures were analyzed and interpreted in respect to the way they were
generated or created (when the conversational maxims are observed, flouted
or violated) by employing Grice’s cooperative principle and the four maxims:
the maxims of quality, quantity, relation, and manner.

This research revealed that the utterances in which the conversational
implicatures are generated or created are either cooperative or non-
cooperative. The findings of the study also revealed that the conversational
implicatures observed in this study arise when one or more maxims are
observed, flouted, or violated.

In respect of the flouting of the maxims, it was found that the maxim of
quality is flouted the most, followed by the maxim of quantity, while the
flouting of the maxim of manner and the maxim of relation were found in a
slightly different number of occurrences. In the cases when the maxims were
observed, it was found that the maxim of relation was observed the most,
followed by the maxim of quantity, while the maxim of quality and the maxim
of manner were observed equally. Lastly, regarding the violation of the
maxims, the maxim of quality was found to be violated the most, followed by
the maxim of quantity and the maxim of manner in an equal number of

occurrences, while the maxim of relation was not violated at all.
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