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ABSTRACT

Childhood cancer is a life-threatening chronic disease and has much psychological
impact on parents of children with cancer, especially uncertainty in their child’s illness. The
purpose of this quasi-experimental, two group pre-post test design was to examine the effect of
information provision on uncertainty in illness among parents of children with cancer. Mishel’s
theory of uncertainty in illness was used as the study framework. A purposive sample of 40
parents of children with canc; receiving chemotherapy aged less than 15 years was obtained
from pediatric ward, Maharaj Nakhomn Chiang Mai hospital during November 2006 to January
2007. The first 20 parents were assigned to the control group which received usual nursing care,
the other 20 parents were assigned to the experimental group which received the information
provision plan using questions to stimulate the parent’s thinking for three days. The research
instruments consisted of 1) the information provision plan 2) demographic data form, and 3) the
Parental Perception of Uncertainty Scale (PPUS). Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics
and t-test. The study findings were as follows.

1. Uncertainty in illness among parents of children with cancer afier receiving the

information provision plan was significantly lower than before (t=19.451, p < .001)



2. Uncertainty in illness among parents of children with cancer receiving the
information provision plan, was significantly lower than those receiving usual nursing care
(t=16.885, p <.001)

The study results provide nurses with an understanding of the information provision
strategy for reducing uncertainty in illness among parents of children with cancer, and there for

use this strategy to reduce uncertainty in illness of the parents.



