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The project on "Global Digital Divide" is a philosophical research project aiming at
analyzing some salient ethical issues in the digital divide, which is a phenomenon created by
a gap in access and usage of information technology. It is commonly recognized that
information technology and the Internet are playing a very important role in economic and
social development. However, though this importance is acknowledged by the Thai
government, especially the Ministry of Information Technology, it has seemed that policy
makers have not grasped the crucial importance of finding ways to integrate the technology
into the life-world of the communities. Although the government has performed rather well in
delivering the hardware and the network to rural communities, they have yet to gauged fully
the problem of how such introduction of technology, much of which is still alien to the rural
villagers in remote areas. A key factor in the problem is that policy analysts and makers are
still mired in the mechanistic mindset which presupposes that simply delivering hardware and
software would automatically solve the problem. However, such an attempt at rural
development would not even get off the ground if the question on how the lifeworld and the
technology are to be integrated could not be satisfactorily answered.

Output of the project, many of which aim at p_roviding answers to this key question,
have been published in international journals and as chapters in internationally published
books. Furthermore, some papers were presented at international conferences. The principal
investigator also organized one international conference on computing and philosophy, in

addition to giving lectures in many places and maintaining an active Web Site.





