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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this re;/eamh was to study the northern -and

~central Esarn communities of Thailand in the area of (1) the

background and patterns of settlement of the commmities under

study; /,,(2) the econémic and social conditions and culture of the

cormmmi’éies during the Pre-Cemmencement of National Economic

Development Plan period; (3) the causes and effects of economic,

sociai and cultural change since the enactment of the Commencement
of National Economic Development Plan.

. The study was done by the application of qualitative and
quantitative methods. The major part of the data collected was
obtained by interview of the heads of 58 households in the
village of Sawathi in the .sub-district of Sawathi, Muang
District, Khon Kaen Province, and the heads of 54 households of
the village of Dong-khum-khao in the sub-district of Pang-kwang,
Muang district, Sakolnakorn Province. In addition, several

persons who knew the backgrounds of the villages well, some shop

keepers, ricemill owneré, village headmen, and iaborers who used



to migrate to work in other communities and abroad, were also
_ interviewed.

The findings indicated that:

(1) Background and patterns of settlement: the settlers of
communities in both northern and central Esarn regions were
formerly residents of other denself- populated areas. They
migrated to settle in their present commumnities where more arable
lands were available iwith less‘peoplé. There were .cases of
migration from the central:gsarn to the northern Esarn regions
due to arable lands became less available in the former, while
_the latter had more fertile lands.

(2) The economic and social conditiéns during the
Pre-Commencement of National Economic Development Plan: there had
been similarities between'the two communities under study in that
they were economically, socially and culturally selffsufficient
during this period, although they were also dependent on natural
provisions and super-natural beings. There was little exchange of
trade between the commmnities with other towns and communities
due to their own self-sufficiency and inadequate means oOf
transportation. The communities' contact with QOVErnment had been
in the form of financial exploitation, i.e. they were forced to
pay the so-called help gove;nment tax, education and property
taxes. They were also subject to conscript labor and cultural
domination by the central government, namely to study the central
dialect. Such financial exploitation and cultural domination
eventually culminated in the Sobha Poltri Revolt in the village

of Sawathi in B.E. 2483 (1940), but it was scon suppressed by the



attitude toward medical treatment in time of sickness has changed
greatly. Visiting a modern medical doctor or the village health
care centres has become moz;é ‘popular than visiting the
traditional medicine man ‘Birth control' has become widely
practiced, although oid habit of eating half-cooked food and
drinking untreated well water still lingers on. The villagers
spent more time watching cinemas and T.V. programs for enﬁoyment
than watching the traditional dancer-story tellers. In the
village of Ban Dong-khwp—kha;a, problems have accelerated in all
of the ten areas, whereas in_the village of Sawathi, five .a.reas

of problems have become impro‘ve/d while five have become worsened.



