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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the reasons female journalists chose their
careers; (2) their attitudes toward their profession; (3) their roles; (4) their expectations; and (5) the
history and work of senior female journalists.

This research was a descriptive research conducted with a sample of 162 female journalists
who worked at any one of the top 5 best selling daily Thai newspapers in Thailand. Seven senior female
journalists were selected by purposive sampling for in-depth interviews. Data were collected using
questionnaires and in-depth interview forms. Data were analyzed using a percentage, a mean and
descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) most of the female journalists chose the career because they
wanted a chance to show their abilities and work for the common good. Most of them liked investigative
reporting; (2) Most of them had an overall good attitude about the profession because they were able to get close
to important people and had opportunities to learn; (3) Their overall role was evaluated as “medium”;

(4) Half of the samples expected that they would work towards higher positions; most of them expected
that they would work with social responsibility; and (5) Analysis of the lives and works of the 7 senior
female journalists showed that they came from warm and loving families of medium economic status,
earned bachelor’s degrees—four of them in the field of mass communication. Most started out working
for daily newspapers in the political or economic news departments. Their attitudes towards the
profession was that journalists must be responsible, objective, and work for society. Their expectation
was to uphold the public interest. There was no sexual discrimination in the field of journalism. Three of
them had won the Isara Amantakul Award.
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