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Abstract

The objective of this research was aimed to study the readiness
of nurses on the utilization of Univeréal precautions for AIDS
prevention at community_ hospitals, Suratthani province. A cross -
sectional study was conducted among 280 nurses {(out of total 325), who
responded the questionnaires,from 16 community hospitals to study the
readiness, factors effecting and predicting the readiness of nurses
on the utilization of Universal precautions for AIDS prevention. An
indepth - interview was also conducted among 20 nurses accidentally

selected from 4 randomly selected hospitals in order to find out

problems encountered in the utilization of Universal precautions.

The results showed that 88% of nurses were not ready

in knowledge but 71% were ready in attitude to wuse Universal



precautions for AIDS prevention respectively. There was significantly
association between the training on Universal precautions and the
readiness in the knowledge. The perception of severity of HIV
infection and benifits to use Universal precautions®*were significantly
agssociated with the readiness in attitude towards Uhiversal
precautions. The readiness in knowledge of Universal precaution was
3.6% predicted by the training on Universal precautions. The readinesé
in attitude towards Universal precautions was 43.5% predicted by the
perception of benifits to wuse Universal precautions, severity of
AIDS and susceptibility of HIV infection. From in-depth intefview,
majority of the nurses were not strictly using Universal precautions,

lack of supervisory to its wutilization and low quality of meterial

supplies such as eye glasses and boots.

It is recommended that the quality of Universal precautions
in AIDS prevention among nurses at community hospital, must be
strengthened by training, supervising and providing the appropriate

eye glasses and boots to health care personnal.



