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ABSTRACT

This study is related to the development of political party system of Thailand. It
deals with a case study of the financial assistance to political parties. The study includes
the problems of financial assistance to political parties by the State and legal principles
in this issue. In the former time before Thailand promulgated the Constitution of the
Kingdom of Thailand, B.E. 2540 (1997), Thailand had never provided the financial
assistance to political parties. The Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E.
2540 (1997) applied the concepts relating to the financial support by the State to
Thailand for the first time in order to support and promote the political parties to
obtain capital to run all political activities by themselves and the particular parties
can be developed to be the political institute where is strong and stable without any
financial support only from the capitalist groups or interest groups.

From the study, it is found that the Thai legal provisions prescribe to establish
the “Fund for the »Political Party Development” to be used as the working capital and
expenses in supporting the political parties and operating other activities relating to
the political parties. In this regard, the four legal principles in allocating the financial
assistance to the political parties are set forth as follows: 1) the allocation according
to the numbers of the Members of Parliament in the political party; 2) the allocation

according to the party list votes which are received by the political party; 3) the
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allocation according to the number of members of the political party; 4) the
allocation according to the number of branch offices of thé political party. Moreover,
from study of laws on the financial assistance to the political parties by the State in
four foreign countries viz.: Germany, France, England and Japan in order to apply
them to Thai laws, it is found that the financial assistance to the political parties by
the State is not appropriate because the application of the said four principles as the
criteria to calculate the money which needs to be allocated to the political parties
causes the problems. That is to say, the members of political parties are increasingly
sought quantitatively rather than qualitatively and the branch offices of political
parties are inappropriately established. The political activities are not operated with
the sufficient objectives to apply the said allocation criteria to request for the
financial assistance in the increasing amount of financial assistance only. Apart from
that, the principles and methods for the financial assistance to the political parties in
other countries do not use the allocation according to the number of members and
the allocation according to the branch offices of the political parties as the criteria in
calculating the financial assistance.

Therefore, it is suggested that all of the principles and methods to support
relating to the financial assistance to the political parties, which is more complex and
complicated be repealed. In this regard, the principles and methods to allocate the

financial assistance to the political parties in the German system should be applied
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as the guidelines to amend, improve and change the system to allocate the financial
assistance to the political parties as follows:

1. The political parties which are entitled to receive the financial
assistance by the State should be the political parties which send the candidates in
the particular election. Apart from this, thé political parties which send the members
to be candidates should be entitled to receive the financial assistance. The minimum
criteria of votes which is 0.5 % of the party list votes should be applied and in the
case where no members are sent to be candidates in the party list, the minimum
criteria of votes which 0.5 % of the votes in the divided constituency

For the political parties which are not qualified with the minimum criteria
which is 0.5 %, but if more than one hundred thousand votes are acquired, it is
suggested that they should be entitled to receive the financial assistance as well;

2. The political parties which are qualified with the minimum criteria
under Item 1 should also be entitled to receive the financial assistance according to
the votes acquired. In this regard, it is suggested that one vote should get five baht
per annum;

3. In order to encourage the political parties to seek for the self-
supportive money and to ask for the support from general public, not only
depending on the money from the State, it is suggested that the maximum credit line

which are entitled by the political parties each year be provided. In this regard, the
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political parties should receive the financial assistance from the State not more than
the amount of money which can be sought by the politica[ parties in each year. This
is called the relative maximum ceiling;

4, It should be freedom of the political parties to spend the money which
the parties received from the State. The parties should be able to spend money only
with the presentation of the receipt for the expend.iture. Moreover, in such
expenditure, it shall be deemed enough to have the discretion of each political party.
It is unnecessary anymore for the political parties to prepare the projects and annual
plan to apply for the financial assistance from the State;

5. The financial assistance should strengthen the democracy within the
party. Therefore, there must be the condition within the party which must be
complied with. Particularly, in order to send the candidates to be elected, the
participation should be given to the members in the constituency. In the case where
the party nominafes the persons to be candidates or sends the candidates to be
elected in each election, the candidates should be persons whd have been selected
by the members of the party etc.

In conclusion, although there is no more the Constitution of the Kingdom of
Thailand, B.E. 2540 (1997), the author is of opinion that the financial assistance to
the political parties by the State should be continued by amending and revising the

principles and methods in the Organic Law of the Constitution on the Political Party

as per the suggestion which is summed up by the author earfier and the details

appear in this thesis.





