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Abstract

In an attempt to overcome such organized crimes highly packed with
an enormous accruing wealth, the forfeiture of property is generally regarded as a key
measure.  Therefore, the establishment of mutual assistance in criminal matters
especially on forfeiture proceedings apparently seems to be a substantial method that
may render much effectiveness to both preventive and suppressive actions against
these crimes because the mutual assistance includes certain management to deal with
the property derived from the commission of offences so as to prevent the offenders
from exploiting such property, thereby discontinuing the prospective crimes.

The Kingdom of Thailand has signed and become a contracting State
member to the Treaty of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) on
Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters 2004 which provides, inter alia, that the
Parties shall, in accordance with this Treaty and subject to their respective domestic
laws, render to one another the widest possible measure of mutual legal assistance in
criminal matters. Mainly mentioned in Article 22 thereof are the provisions of
assistance in forfeiture proceedings.

This thesis aims at studying the scope of mutual assistance in criminal
matters particularly on forfeiture proceedings under the said Treaty in comparison
with such other international agreements as signed by the Kingdom of Thailand,
either in comparison with bilateral agreements such as the Treaty between the
Government of the Kingdom of Thailand and the Government of the United States of
America on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters 1986 and the Treaty between the
Government of the Kingdom of Thailand and the Government of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters 1994,
or in comparison with multilateral agreements such as the United Nations Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime 2000. The study also analyses the principles
whenever the Treaty is enforced as an applicable domestic law, with a view to
ascertaining the precise and effective fundamentals of and approaches to the mutual
assistance in criminal matters on forfeiture proceedings.

The work consists of five chapters beginning with an introductory part.
Secondly, it explores the conceptual and historical backgrounds as well as the scope
of mutual assistance in criminal matters, including those backgrounds and scope as
experienced by the Kingdom of Thailand. The third chapter examines legal concepts
and principles with respect to forfeiture of property under the laws of five countries,
namely the United Kingdom, the United States of America, the Commonwealth of
Australia, the Republic of Singapore and the Kingdom of Thailand. Fourthly, the
paper deals specifically with mutual assistance in criminal matters in respect of
forfeiture proceedings under the Treaty of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters 2004. It also analyses the scope
and criteria of mutual assistance in forfeiture proceedings, along with the natures of
the property to be assisted and the management of the property so forfeited. In the
final chapter, the author draws some conclusions from and presents some suggestions
for this topic.





