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## 4774784330 : MAJOR COMMUNITY MEDICINE

KEY WORD: KNOWLEDGE, ATTITUDE, BREAST — SELF EXAMINATION
SUWAPAT LEEPULSUP: KNOWLEDGE, ATTITUDE REGARDING BREAST CANCER AND
BREAST-SELF EXAMINATION OF NURSES IN KING CHULALONGKORN. MEMORIAL
HOSPITAL. THESIS ADVISOR: ARNOND VORAYINGYONG, M.D. THESIS COADVISOR:

ASST.PROF.WIROJ JIAMJARASRANGSI, M.D., Ph.D. 89 pp. ISBN 974-14-2231-8

Breast cancer is a common public health problem. it's the highest leading cause of global
cancer death among women. The study is cross-sectional descriptive design aimed at studying the
relationship between the various social background, knowledge, attitude regarding breast cancer
and breast-self examination behavior. The samples consisted of all nurses in King Chulalongkorn
Memorial Hospital. Data were collected by a structured questionnaires developed by the researcher
between December 2005-January 2006. Frequency, percentage, arithmetic mean and chi-square

test were used in data analysis.

The result of the study revealed that majority of nurses practiced breast-self examination
(BSE) (92.8 percent) but only 42.7 percent practice regularly on monthly basis. The major reason for
not practicing BSE was no abnormal feeling on breast (73.6%). Most of nurses had received the

information about BSE from their nurse class and poster/brochure.

The majority of the nurses had moderate level of knowledge and attitude about breast
cancer and breast screening. The study showed that there was significant relatidnships between
knowledge, BSE practice and attitude (P<0.05). Age was also statistically associated with BSE

practice. However, there was no relationship between marital status, work area and BSE practice.

Knowledge and attitude about breast cancer and breast screening were related to BSE
practice, and main source of information about BSE was from the nurse class. Creating awareness
about health and proper BSE practice among nurses should thus start since their years in the nurse

class.





