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Relationship between fish assemblage and complexity of coral habitats was studied
by using fish visual census method and line intercept method. Forty one species of 24
genera in 14 families were found. The results showed that the diversity of fish in the area was
low when compared to other areas in the east coast of the Gulf of Thailand. Dominant
groups were damselfish, snapper, and wrasse. There was a positive correlation between the
complexity of coral habitats and the diversity and density of fish species and it was shown in
the same way in each coral life form. However, There was a negative correlation between the
density of fish and the dead coral and sand composition. The results also showed that small
size of fish used coral cavity as shelter. Relationship between fishes and physical factors
(depth, salinity, visibility) was different in each species. No effect from tourism on reef fish
assemblage was formed because the main tourism activity was the glass boat tour. But
tourism affected the damselfish. High tourism activity caused low density of damselfish
because tourism activity disturbed damselfish living. For future tourism management, it is
necessary to control the behavior of tourists and waste deposal from a lot of resorts along

the beach.





