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## 4874736330 : MAJOR PEDIATRICS
KEY WORD: GALLSTONES / THALASSEMIA

THIDARAT PONGSIRIPIPAT : PREVALENCE OF GALLSTONES IN THALASSEMIA.
THESIS ADVISOR : ASSO.PROF.ISSARANG NUCHPRAYOON,THESIS COADVISOR
: ASST.PROF.PANRUETHAI TRINAVARAT, 56 pp. ISBN 974-14-2232-6.

Objectives - To determine the prevalence of gallstones in thalassemic syndromes
and the factors that may be associated with prevalence of gallstones in thalassemia.

Design - Cross-sectional descriptive study

Setting - Pediatric hematology clinic, King Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital

Population - Thalassemic patients in Pediatric hematology clinic, King
Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital , between March 1, 2005 and December 30, 2005

Methods - Patient data was obtained from medical records and was filled in case
record form. The thalassemic patients were appointed to perform hepatobiliary tract
ultrasonography. After the patients had empty stomach for 6 hours, the ultrasonography
were performed and recorded in ultrasonography record form.

Results - Sixty four thalassemic patients were studied. The prevalence of gallstones
in thalassemia is 10 of 64 patients (15.6%). Nine of 53 B—thal/ Hb E patient have gallstones
(16.9%) , one of 6 homozygous B—thal has galistone (16.6%) and there is no gallstone in

other types of thalassemia. Among B-thal/ Hb E and homozygous B-thal , gallstone-

positive patient have significantly higher age than gallstone-negative patient (P value

I

0.017), female has significantly higher prevalence of galistone than male (P value
0.038).There is no significant association between type of thalassemia, Hb level, frequency
of blood transfusion , desferoxamine therapy, splenectomy and genotype on gallstone.
Conclusion - High prevalence of gallstones in thalassemic children are found since
9 years old especially female and increase by age. All of gallstone-positive patients are

asymptomatic.





