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Abstract TE 1 3 2 3 6 9

Objectives of this research are twofold: to collect folktales; and to examine
potentialities of folktales and Isan people's ways of life. The findings are the following:

1. Seventy-one folktales in seventy-eight versions have been collected from
sixty-two male and female storytellers of various age groups from a child of four and a
half years old to an elder of seventy. These folktales could be divided, in accordance
with folktale type classifications by folklore scholars, into nine traditional types: trickster
tales, moral tales, ghost stories, tales of the fools, cumulative tales, humorous tales,
elaborate tales, explanatory tales or legends, and riddle stories. Apart from those nine
types, the researchers also found three international tales and one realistic tale.

2. The mentioned folktales have various potentialities in seven aspects of
Isan people's ways of life: 2.1) entertainment and pleasure; 2.2) models of ideal family
relationship between parents and children, husbands and wives, of desirable community,
and of cultural preservation; 2.3) providing problem solving details; 2.4) providing
checks on social norms and traditions; 2.5) sources for releasing tensions from rigid
social rules and regulations; 2.6) reflecting human thoughts and beliefs in the
community--2.6.1) attempts to understand and explain natural phenomena; 2.6.2)
honoring wisdom and bravery; 2.6.3) honoring honesty; 2.6.4) disadvantages of being
greedy; 2.6.5) disadvantages of being jealous; 2.6.6) advantages of being tolerant and
patienf; 2.6.7) disadvantages of being overly talkative; 2.6.8) beliefs in ghosts and deities;
2.6.9) providing models in investigating troubles for justice; 2.6.10) providing realistic

views of lives--and 2.7) reflecting Thai indigenous wisdom.



