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The Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences has long realized the
importance of the living conditions of the households in the Chee River basin. These
people are considered the first group to be affected by the access to resources. As the
landscape has changed and the marketing mechanism has been influential upon
people’s daily life, it is deemed appropriate to conduct a patricipatory research study
on the relation between the ethnic groups in the Chee River basin and social institutes.
The aim is to seek justifiable answers to the questions pertaining to how the local
people have adapted their ways of living, what social and cultural patterns the
households under investigation have established, and why they have selected
informal economy as their essential means for living and pursuing daily activities
from the past to the present. The scope of the research study is limited to the cultural
spaces of Phrathat Khambu in Amphur Muang, Yasothorn Province and Ban Khwaw
in Amphur Selaphum,Roi-Et Province, as these areas have their own central zone of
cultures and share a common social and psychological boundary.

The project comprises various activities, including investigating and
educating the local people with various common concepts, such as how to
incorporate local wisdom in textbooks for school children, how to use social
networks in daily life, and how to initiate their own local markets. The project
encourages using the role and function of social networks as a rationale and a solution
to solving problems in daily life to allow more flexibility in the household. The study
reveals that informal economy in the Chee River basin is secondary resources external
to the market mechanism. The social relation in the economic movements has been
found in the areas under investigation. It is a system in which attempts are made to
employ the most of a network-based rationale to save time, to gain access to
opportunities,and to create resources. The economic system lacks planning. The
people merely seek self-logic for survival ,mainly aiming at solving their urgent
problems. Their economic patterns of practice are flexibly adjustable, requiring a lot
of critical thinking from people attempting to utilize the limited resources available in
order to survive in their daily life. -

The informal economy in the Chee River basin has become an
alternative means of social and cultural development in the present time. The people
with such practice attempt to exploit and utilize the advantages of their social
institutes to encourage continuous movements in their living, despite young people’s
viewpoint nowadays that such form of practice is inappropriate for educated and
learned people.
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