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The purpose of this study is to collect the data on the alteration of people's way of
living along the Chee River basin, in relation to the exploitation of diverse biological
resources in each local community. The selected fields for the study included communities
in the upper, middle, and lower parts of the Chee River. A participatory research
methodology was employed in collecting data, in addition to elicitation of local history via
oral reports, documents, interviews, and participatory observation.

The results of the study indicate that the factors affecting changes in the biological
diversity along the Chee River basin involved the four necessities for a living, including
needs for food, housing, medicine, and clothing. The main causes of people's difficulties
in earning a living included poverty and droughts, which resulted in their wasteful
exploitation of biological resources. Biological diversity among the communities was
simply destroyed by means of invading, cutting and burning trees in the community and
public forest areas. Furthermore, the migration of people from various regions with the
aim of obtaining a right to own fertile land resulted in the deterioration of the forests. After
their resettlement, invasion and various forms of deforestation continued steadily. Such
destructive actions of the people in each local area were due to the four basic needs for
their fiving. Besides, changes in knowledge and more modern technology necessitated
adaptation among people for survival. They had to be competitive with the people both
within and outside the society. As a result, people in each community began to change
their living patterns, from a primitive agricultural society, in which they relied on one
another, to an urbanized society, with crop and economic animal raising to meet the
market's demand.

As large quantities of local resources, the capital of the agricultural society, were
taken away, people dwelling in the society, as the producers, began to be concerned and
thus to seek ways to conserve their resources for permanent utilization. This, therefore,
initiated the need for the rehabilitation of the old living style in parallel with the modern
living pattern. However, the living pattern of the local people along the Chee River basin
still required continual learning and adjustment in order to maintain their happy lifestyle in

the agricultural society.



