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Legal Measure of Thailand to Protect Agriculture from
Genetically Modified Plant Contamination
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Abstract

“Legal Measure of Thailand to Protect Agriculture from Genetically Modified Piant
Contamination” studies into the legal concepts, policies and strategies of the government to prevent
GMO contamination to non-GM agricultures. The study discusses complications and problems of the
studied Thai legal strategies and suggests maodification alternatives as well as pragmatic

approaches in insulating non-GM agricultures from increasingly widespread GM crops.

The hypothesis was that Thai legal measures to protect non-GM agricultures from GMO
contamination were based either on Crop Quarantine Act 2507 B.E., Plant Variety Act 2518 B.E. or
Enhancement and Conservation of National Environmental Quality Act 2535 B.E., which were neither
sufficient nor effective to bring about legal protection for both non-GM agricultures and consumers in
the country. For example, a cabinet resolution deferred GMO field trials by the Agriculture and
Cooperatives Ministry and put off commercial GM seed import until there was a biosafety validation
but allowed import of the seeds for academic purposes. However, Bt cotton—a genetically modified
cotton, was illegally, yet widely, planted and harvested in the country. A large number of GM papaya
seeds were also illegally planted outside of governmental agencies while the responsible sectors

had not take the situation into much concern.

GM crops give higher yields, are more resistant to plant diseases and pests, and could
be stored for a longer time after harvested. However, there is still no scientific proof which could
point out whether consumption of GM products will eventually cause health or environmental
problems. The countries which import agricultural products from Thailand could therefore ban the

products from Thailand for GMO contamination reason. This would increase the costs of



194055

conventional and organic farmings and affects the farmers whose farms are contaminated and
hence are charged of patent violation. Overall, GMO contamination would highly affect Thailand as a

leading agricultural product exporter.

Thai legal measures to protect non-GM agricultures from GMO contamination are still
very limited. Present laws are not meant for genetically modified organisms but a mere adaptation of
previously existing ones. The Department of Agriculture has a rule of restricting imported
transgenetic plants inside the government's laboratory and the National Biosafety Committee has
proceed for a plan to create a specific set of rules to reinforce biosafety in all procedures relating to
modern biological techniques or bioengineering B.E. 2547, However, GM plants frequently leak into
the environment while Thailand still provides no laws to compensate or mitigate the lost of the

farmers when contamination occurs.

The study suggests that laws on GMOs biosafety cover the production, importation,
exportation, contamination control, strict license control, research control as well as public
participation, contamination compensation, details of information given to the public especially those
who could suffer the conseguences of GMOs, and finally the violation punishments. The making of
such laws must based on the Precaution Principles of Catagena Protocol on Biosafety, taking into
consideration the matters of environment, ecology, biodiversity, and other factors for Thailand such
as sustainable development, farmer rights, cultural heritages, and the public awareness of biosafety.
In an attempt to create a law on GMOs, it should be taken into consideration as well that farming is
not a mere occupation for most of Thai farmers but a part of their lifestyle and a part of the country’s
cultures. Agriculture contributes a great deal to the country’s cultural identities, especially for the

communities. GMOs should not be taken lightly for an agricultural country like Thailand.



