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ABSTRACT

This study reviews the life style of male prostitutes in the
Patpong area of Bangkok, Thailand as reportes during the years 1993-
1994 (2536-2537). This researcher surveyed a group of 50 male pro-
stitutes that were clients of the Government (Free) Night Clinic in
the Patpong area. These prostitutes were employed at § bars that were
located in this area. They were frequent clients of the Night Clinic,
often visiting the clinic every week or two for lab examinations for
STD (Sexually Transmitted Disease).

The age range of the 80 clients interviewed, was from 16 to
28 with 76% between the ages of 19-23. The Northeast of Thailand
(Isan) was reported as the home of 42% of the sample while another
26% were from the North. The South accounted for 14% of the.sample
population and 18% came from the Central area. Most of the sample
came from agricultural families (60%) with almost half only completing

the 8th grade (42%). Prior to working at this profession, 46% worked



in a small factories,418% were employed at resturants and 18% worked
in department stores.

Many of these workers were introduced to this work by their
friends, who were happy with the sudden increase in izcoﬁe after_,
becoming male prostitutes. The report found that after becoming a
prostitute, the monthly income of this group increased from 300% to
SOb%. (From approx. 2,000 Baht/month to 6,000B-30,000 Baht/month)
HerQer, according to this report, no one told their family of their
activity, despite their increased‘income.

Of this sample 54% reported’having had prior experience in
heterosexual activity, while 38% had prior bi~sexual experiences
and 8% were inexperienced sexually. The type of sexual activity most
reported was masturbation, (62%) while 24% of the contacts were
reported as engaging in anal sexual while 14% with oral activity.

They all reported using a condom, at all times, with customers;
however, no one reported using a condom with their girlfriend. Of the
sample interviewed 62% had a ﬁistory of STD. Their knowledge of the
transmission of STD was adequate, almost all reported always using é
shower, using soap, rectal douche and mouth wash after activity.
However, while they have relatively good understanding of basic health
needs, they reported that they frequently do not get enough sleep nor
have time for regular exercise, They ofteﬁ would eat food without
thinking about its health quality and their usual means of treating
simple illness was to get over the counter drugs from the local drug-
store. They enjoyed spending théir money on clothes and material goods,
as well as enjoying drinking and visiting with their friends, Very few
saved money in the bank, and while most (70%) said they sent money home
to their families, it was a relatively‘small percentage "of their monthly

income.



