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ABSTRACT

Thé objective of this thesis is fo make a comparative study
of Plato pélitical philosophy and political ideologies in Theravada
‘Buddhism. The methodology of%thé paper is based on the documentary
research both from the primary and secondary sources, however, the.
scope is strictly limited on The Republic. In the Republic, Plato
first .puts forward a/constructive ethical as well as the political
theory. A dominant theme of The.Republic is also involved the
nature of justice. The study includes commentaries from selected
thinkers both‘ the Thai and Western mind. As for the focus of
Théravad& Buddhism, the limitation is on the Tripitaka and other

)
reflections and critical works on theravada political ideologies.

From the/findings; the moral, political theory for blato‘ is
founded upon the Metaphysical, Epistemological, Ethical Theory, as

well as the structure of the soul. In particular, as the Ideal



State is a coordination of three classes, each with .its' own
economic and political roles, so the soul is an integration of three
different ‘parts, each ‘with a role proper to it in the conduct of
persdnal life. vAll people have in them the appetit%ve element, thé
element of thought or reason, and between these twé, an “élement
capable of curbing impluses or cravings ﬁnd capable also of taking
orders from thought or reason. The name of the in between is called
the Spirited.*lThis trip#rtite of the individual soul matches, "and
. not by accident, the tripartite structure of the Ideal ‘State in
which the »soldier—police_keeg the lowest class in order and are
themselves subjéct to philéﬁopher kings. The functioning of the
above mentioned in their proper co-ordination, are what - construct
the well being on justice of the state of perfect harmony. In the
finaings from Tripitaka indicates that the aim of the Buddhist
Philosophy is not directed to the construction of the politigal,
'thebry, hdwever, it focuses on developing the potentiality or
perfécting each individual in order to achieve the state of
Niravana. In other words, Buddhism places .an emphasis on
implanting the basic moral virtures to attain the well harmony
individual. As a result, the state of the Buddhist Idea State can
only be obtained by the rule of Dhamma. From this interpretation,
the Buddhist teacﬁings do not pay much attentiop to the .form or
nature of the state. However, wanting "Dhamma" to be implemented
and fitted according to the characteristics of the state. For
éxample, in absolute monarchy, where Virtues of a ruler (Rajadhamma)
should be the ones to control the ruler but in a democratic society,
'Vajji-aparihaniyadhamma (conditions of welfare) should be ins£ead

emphasized.



Ideally speaking, Theravada Buddhism aims at "Sangha
Society", the ideal society in which "Sila" and "Dhamma" are

instrumental for achieving the state of "Niravana".

L

It is noteworthy that in both Plato’s and Theravada
political idealogies share the similar view that basic virtues
"Wisdom" such as wisdom essential for human being. It makes the
unique characteristic of human being. ‘Even though the way of
explaining in both system is rather different in nature, however,

the final goal is siﬁilar, namely, the well harmonized indi?iduﬁl
J ,

and state.



