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Fabric market set
for Bt1-bn upgrade

» Kwanchai Rungfapaisarn

THE NATION

SAMPENG, ONE of Bangkok’s biggest and oldest markets

for fabric and ready-made clothing, is set to modernise,
with a Bt1-billion retail and wholesale complex on the

way.
Metro RegentCo Ltd has been awarded a more-than-

30-year lease by landowner Crown Property Bureauto

develop the new shopping complex on the seven-rai
Chumchon Khunying Luenrit (Khunying Luenrit
Community) at the intersection of Yaowarat and Wat
Tuek roads.

The new Sampeng Trade Centre will provide modern
retail and wholesale facilities and ample parking space
to date strong d d among traders, cus-
tomers and visitors in the vicinity of Bangkok’s
Chinatown.

The project will feature about 80,000 square metres

See Boost [6B]

Billion-bahtboost for
oldest clothing market

M From 1B

ities and parking lots in the area,”
said the unnamed Thai investor.

of retail, wholesale and office
space, as well as 100 residential
units and garking lots capable of
accommodating more than 1,000
vehicles.

The project is expected to be
completed by 2005.

Metro Regent was formed by
three major individual partners,
Japan’s Mitsuo  Maruichi,
Singapore’s Santokh Arora and an
undisclosed Thai investor.

Thejoint company has appoint-
ed Nexus Property Consultants Co
Ltd, awell-known agency with wide
experience t}:n retail and wholesale,
to operate the project and leasing.

“Sampeng is considered one of
thelargest and oldest business cen-
tres in Bangkok, but the area has
becomerun-down and heavily pop-
ulated.

Thereare no modern retail facil-

111 The Nation 11 NuAIWUE 2546

He said the proposed develop-
ment would significantly improve
the intersection’s overall environ-
El;lent andincreaseits trading poten-

The site is now occupied by
decrepit, two-storey shop Iilouses,
most of whose leases expired by the
end oflastyear. Thereareonlyseven
or eight remaining legal tenants,
whose leases will expire in May.

CPB Property Co Ltd, a unit of
Crown Property Bureau, will
today officially inform more than
190 area residents by letter that
they must terminate their leases
and move out. More than 80 per
cent of them run wholesale gar-
ment businesses.

They will be offered special
terms, including adiscountrateand
the opportunity to reserve a new
retail lease in the new complex.

W

View from Yaowarat
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SOI LUENRIT COMMUNITY

Residents
say sitework

will kill trade

‘Project will drive
away customers’

Ploenpote Atthakor

esidents of Soi Luenrit, who are to
be relocated to pave the way for a
new shopping centre in the old China-
town area, yesterday stepped up calls
for the right to stay and to conserve
their homes, rows of majestic shophouses

Regent
garment market into a shopping complex.

The project has been suspended amid
opposition by residents, The Fine Arts
Department has asked the developer to
revise the blueprint to conserve historic
aspects.

“We do not want ‘the Old Siam' devel-
opment model,"” one resident said ar a
hearing yesterday in Chinatown. He
referred to the development of Old Siam
Plaza, also by the Crown Property Bureau,
in the Pahurat area in which residents
were kicked out of their homes.

A Crown Property Bureau represen-
tative has tried to ease residents’ fears
by saying that original tenants would
be given priority once the project was
completed.

But the representative refused to dis-
cuss the matter in detail. She said more

would be revealed after the Fine Arts
Department approved the blueprint
which has been revised five times.

The bureau’s promise did little to
calm residents. They said they wanted
the original homes to stay.

They said construction work, which
will take three years, could kill trade in
the area.

“We would have to leave our busi-
nesses for three years during its con-
struction. Who will be able to come
back after such a long absence?’ ane
resident asked. They want the Crown
‘roperty Bureau to give them a chance

o conserve the area.

“It should continue to be our home. |
Not just a trading centre which we have |
to leave after business hours. Our way
of life must not be affected," said Wisut
Chatesan, a resident who is also member |
of the National Economic and Social
Advisory Council. {

Academics yesterday lauded the Soi |
Ruenrit residents’ efforts to conserve |
the area. !

Yongtanit Pimonsatean, who teaches
urban planning at the King Mongkut |
Institute of Technology Lad Krabang,
headed a team to study conservation of
the area. The study, which has just been
completed, would be sent to the Com-
mittee for the Conservation and Devel-
opment of Rattanakosin and Old Towns.
“The willingness of the residents to con-
serve the place at their own expense is
simply amazing,” he said.

111 Bangkok Post 16 58 1AN 2546
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NATIONAL HERITAGE
Conservation committee
looking into Luenrit case

Community opposes
development plan

Anchalee Kongrut

he sub-committee on Environment,

Nature and Art Conservation is look-
ing into the case of Luenrit Community,
which has received a relocation order
from the Crown Property Bureau.

The bureau has awarded a 30-year
lease contract to a developer, Metro
Regent, which plans to build an 11-storey
shopping centre at the site. However,
the plan has faced strong resistance
from the community, which wants the
area preserved as a national heritage
site.

The sub-committee, which is auth-
orised to give its views to the state on
national heritage conservation, called a
meeting yesterday to study the impact
and potential visual pollution of the
project.

Metro Regent initially wanted to
demolish the ufd structure, which com-
prises rows of two-storey shophouses
built in the reign of King Chulalongkorn.
The developer agreed, however, to revise
the blueprint as a compromise to avoid

objections from the Fine Arts Depart-
ment.

Watanyu Na Thalang, sub-committee
chairman, said the panel needed more
time to study the issue and scheduled
another meeting for next month.

So far, the sub-committee was study-
ing the cultural identity of the commu-
nity, a central concept for modern con-
servation,

However, since the sub-committee's
authority was limited to giving rec-
ommendations, the developer could still
go ahead with its plans if it received
approval from authorised agencies.

Attending vesterday's meeting was
Yongtanit Pimonsathean, assistant pro-
fessor at the Department of Urban and
Regional Planning, King Mongkut Insti-
tute of Technology at Lat Krabang cam-
pus, who conducted a study on the
Luenrit community.

The study gave high regard to the
vintage shophouses and residents.

He praised the community for its
readiness to conserve the heritage
site.

The Luenrit community has agreed
to set up a conservation fund which will
be used for shophouse maintenance
and renovation.

1 Bangkok Post 21 1nN3nAN 2547
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Nb backdo

Residents back own
design, higher rents
Anchalee Kongrut '

The Crown Property Bureau says it
- L will not back down from its plan to
allow a real estate developer to turn an
old clothing market in Luenrit area,
next to Chinatown, into a shopping com-
plex.

In 2002 the CPB awarded a 30-year
lease over the property to Metro Regent.
Residents have opposed the redevelap-
ment, because they would be forced to

leave the area, which is famous for its

historic architecture dating to the reign
of King Chulalongkorn. Burean director-

CHINATOWN

general Chirayu Isarangkun na Ayutthaya
said the contract would not be cancelled
even though residents had offered a
new deal, including higher rents.

“We cannot end the contract just
because someone makes a new offer,”
Mr Chirayu said.

The shopping mall's blueprint had
already been revised and approved by
the Fine Arts Department, he said.

The design details have not been made
public, but the bureau insists the area's
cultural significance will not be harmed.

Mr Chirayu said his office is willing
to hear from local residents. “It is time
the CPB redeveloped blocks of land
with economic potential, along with run-
down areas and places where there is a
risk of fire or other dangers,"he said.

wn on Luenrit plan

Residents say they are preparing a devel-
opment plan for the area and will send
it to the CPB,

Surain Thapanangkun, a resident of
the community, said it would include
attractive financial returns, perhaps even
surpassing the amount given by Metro
Regent.

The community would also chip in
money for restoration work on the build-
ings. They were also willing to pay higher
rents. Mr Surain said the residents would
set up a non-profit body for the resto-
ration work and develop the area into a
cultural tourism site.

“We hope the bureau will give people
a chance. We hope the agency will see
the value of the community,” said Mr
Surain.

11 Bangkok Post 12 iN1811 2547
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