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Abstract
Project Code : RDG 463007

Guidelines for the Strengthening of the Safety Committee in Factories in Thailand

Saravudh Sutummasa1, Sudow Lertwisuttipaiboon1, Pramo; Jiaujan1, Apiradee Sriopas1, Jutapanit Boondekulz,
1School of Health Science, Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University, Department of Labour
Protection and Welfare. 2The National Institute for the Inprovement of Working Conditions and

Environment.
email address : v_vudh@yahoo.com
Project Period : January 2003 — February 2005

This research aimed to study the safety committee that have been founded by the labour law.
The objectives of the research are: 1) to study problems and obstacles of running programs; 2) to propose
suggestions about strength, structure, authorities, responsibilities and relationships at work with the safety
department and safety officers at various levels. 3) to prepare suggestions about law
regulations; and 4) to prepare a draft of training curriculum.

This is a descriptive research. The population comprises of the safety committee in high and low
risk factories, and factories received awards for having the best safety record from the Ministry of Labour and
the Ministry of Industry. Factories were divided into small, medium and large sized factories. The research
instruments consisted of 1) questionnaires sent to the mentioned factories for distributing to the specific 4,424
samples of the chairman of committee, the committee and secretary, the committee at the level of command
and the committee at the level of operation.  2) interviewing forms for the interviewing of 568 people of the
group of people mentioned above in the factories with those factories’ permission. 3) Tri Party meeting
consisted of employer and employee representatives and officers from Department of Labour Protection and
Welfare. The statistics used in analysis are percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test, one-way ANOVA
and content analysis.

The data analysis result was from retured questionnaires of 1,396 people, and returned interview forms
from 345 people, and found that : 1) problems and obstacles in work safety were the employer, the
administrator and the supervisor did not realize the importance of safety, the limitation of budget, lack of power
and lack of motivation; 2) factors effected to the strength in high level were: the technical factor of meeting and
the connection between the safety committee and the safety officer at the level of professional; 3) Trade Union
in committee structure should be set up and training should be provided for the group of committee to have
knowledge to be able to perform duties according to the law; and 4) the training curriculum should
consist of content about duties appointed by the law and the basic academic knowledge.

The suggestions from the research are to : 1) revise the safety committee law; 2) promote employers
and their staff to realize the importance of work safety; 3) use meeting techniques efficiently; 4) find out
motivations for administrators to develop the occupational health and safety management system; and 5) use

guidelines of CSR as a tool in operating work safety.

Key words : safety committee, safety officer , occupational health and safety
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