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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) the demographics of open university
students; (2) their exposure to TV game shows; (3) the students’ utilization of TV game shows; and
(4) the relationship between exposure to and utilization of the programs.

This was a survey research based on a sample of 600 bachelor’s degree students from 2
open universities: Ramkumhaeng University and Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University, chosen
through purposive and proportional sampling. Data were collected using a questionnaire and analyzed
using frequency distribution, percentages, means, standard deviation, Mann-Whitney and Kruskal-
Wallis tests and Spearman’s rank order correlation coefficients.

The results showed that: (1) Most of the open university students were female than male;
the majority of them aged 18-26; the majority were single, not working, with monthly income of 5,001-
15,000 baht; (2) The majority of students watched TV game shows at home from 21.00-24.00, 3-4 times
a week, for more than 1 hour each time. They watched TV game shows for entertainment and
~ knowledge. Most of them watched more than 5 different TV game shows. The most popular show was
“Ching Roy Ching Lahn.” They liked it because the presentation was new and exciting. Among students
majoring in Anthropology, Sociology and Science, different years of study and marital status were not
related to any differences in exposure to TV game shows, but differences in age, profession, institution,
and income were related to differences in exposure to TV game shows; (3) As for utilization of TV
game shows, there were no major differences among students studying different subjects, but there were
differences in ages, different years of study, marital status, income and profession between
Ramkumhaeng University and Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University students; and (4) Overall,
there was at the medium level relationship between students’ exposure to TV game shows (meaning the
factors of frequency, length of time, and number of programs) and utilization of TV game shows. The

students reported that they utilized TV game shows for themselves, society and study.
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