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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to study the asparagus growers in Prachuap
Khiri Khan Province as follows:(1) social and economic background; 2) their knowledge about

Trichoderma spp., and their attitude towards it; (3) their application of Trichoderma spp.; and
@) their problems and recommcndationc on the application of Trichoderma spp.

The population in this study were all 142 asparagus growers in Prachuap Khiri
Khan Province in 2007. The data were collected by using strctural interview. The statistical
methodology used to analyze the data by computer programs were frequency, percentage,
minimum, maximum and mean.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) About four-fifths of asparagus

growers were female, their average age was 40 years, educated at primary level, all of them
were members of the asparagus grower group, their average asparagus growing area was 1.57
rai, their average quantity of the members in their family who worked in their growing area
was 1.51 persons, minority of them used employed workers, average 1.51 persons, their
average total income obtaining from asparagus growing was 16,954.91 baht per Rai, and their
average expenditure on asparagus growing was 6,287.81 baht per rai; (2) the asparagus

growers had knowledge about Trichoderma spp., on average, at “much” level, and they
generally had good attitude towards the Trichoderma spp. in 3 aspects, these were towards
their purposes of the application of Trichoderma spp., towards the application in order to
control plant diseases in asparagus, and towards precautions and care in the application, while
their attitude towards the storage of Trichoderma spp. was at “moderate” level; (3) the

asparagus growers had used Trichoderma spp.; on average, at “medium” level, almost all of
them had used Trichoderma spp. to prevent and get rid of plant diseases infected by bacteria,
more than two-fifths of them had mixed seeds with Trichoderma spp. before growing, almost
half of them and more than two-thirds of them had sown fresh Trichoderma spp. mixed with
compost or manure during partly growing period, and more than two-thirds of them had
sprayed fresh Trichoderma spp. diluted with water or liquid Trichoderma spp. upon young
plants respectively, more than two-thirds of them had lined plant holes with Trichoderma spp.
before transplanting seedlings, and more than half of them sprayed fresh Trichoderma spp.
upon plants after growing, and more than two-thirds of them sprayed liquid Trichoderma spp.
instead of fresh Trichoderma spp. during harvest period, more than one-fourth of them
sprayed fresh or liquid Trichoderma spp. upon stumps which had already been pulled or cut
during rest period, and sprayed it upon springing seedlings continuously until harvest period;
and %) about one-tenth only minority of asparagus growers, had problems on lacking of
government support in supplying them Trichoderma spp., and lacking of transferring
knowledge about Trichoderma spp. respectively, they suggested that public agricultural
extension sectors should supply them sufficient Trichoderma spp., and set training courses
more often throughout the community so that they, themselves, could produce Trichoderma
spp. for their own usage.
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