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The objectives of this study were : 1) to study the socio-economic characteristics
of the farmer housewife group members, 2) to study the work implementation of the farmer
housewife group members, 3) to study the needs for the training on processing of
agricultural products of farmer housewife group members, and 4) to compare the needs for
training on processing of agricultural products of farmer housewife with different selected
socio—economic characteristics. The study sample were 152 of farmer housewife group
" _members in Changwat Nakhon Phanom who were selected from the groups with moderate
level of performance by multi-stage random sampling technique. Data were collected by
face-to-face interview. They were analyzed by using SPSS for Windows Computer
Program and statistically calculated by Frequency, Mean, Standard Deviation, t-test and
F-test. |

The research findings revealed that the average age of the farmer housewife group
members was 51.1 years old. The majority of them, 66.4 percent, graduated higher than
primary education. They owned agricultural area for an average of 6.1 rais. Their average
number of household members was 5.1 persons. The average of duration for being group
members was 8.2 years. Most of farmer housewife group members, 57.9 percent,
performed activity on processing of agricultural products by using local raw materials. For
t _quality assurance, 62.5 percent of the respondents expressed that their products were not
assured by related agencies but 82.9 percent of them pointed out that they had market
channels for their products. They had an average annual cash income of 98,825.33 baths
per household. They had their average debt of 21,888.33 bath per household. Their
average saving pér household was 16,836.20 baths. About a half, 50.7 percent, of the

group members used to be involved in training activities.

For training need assessment of the farmer housewife group members, it was found
that they had High levels of needs in the following topics: processing agricultural producfs
from fish, pofk and beef, broom making, cloth weaving, pillow making and sticky rice
container making. For management aspect, they had a high level of training needs in
the topics : studying marketing conditions, identifying market place, contracted future
marketing, income-expenses record keeping, standard criteria of products, quality standards
of packing, designing of product package, and community product standards.

| For comparison of the needs for training, it was found that the farmer housewife
group members with different ages, duration of being group members, income from
processing products and type of their group activities had statistically significant difference
in some training topics.

For the recommendations from the study are as follows: Training courses provided
for- the members of farmer housewife groups should be relevant to their income generating
activities. For management aspects, training programs should be emphasized on the topics

marketing of products, record keeping, and standard, quality and packaging of products.





