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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study were to 1) investigate current conditions of certain socio-
economic; 2) status of fishers in Bung Lahan, Changwat Chaiyaphum; 3) conditions on fish
conservation, conservation education, and problems facing; and 4) to compare the conditions on
fish conservation of farmers from different some selected socio-economic aspects.Two hundred
and forty three fish catch farmers in 18 villages 4 sub district in Changwat Chaiyaphum Were
respondent. The data was collected by interview, schedull and analyzed by SPSS for Windows in
frequency , percentage, mean t-test, F-test and Scheffe’ test statistical differences at .05

The study revealed almost all of the farmers, (97.1%) were men, with an average age 49.7
years. 92.2 % were married, 85.2% had completed primary education, and they had an average of
4.76 family members, and possessed 14.82 rais. For the years 2002-2004 the cash income was
171,302.93 baht per household. They were experienced in this occupation for an average of 16.84
years and owned one fishing boat. The average time spent on fish catch was 5.65 hours per day.
The average duration of fish catch accounted for 15.62 days per month and 1—3»»m‘9nths per yéar.
relied on gill net as their fishing equipment. The average volume of fish catch>'2,_(‘)39.18 kg per
household per year, the average they generated an annual income (from fishery) 50,373.68 baht
per household per year. The kinds of caught fish included Pristolepis fasciatus, Osteochilus
hasseltii, and Cyclocheilichthys apogon (Valenciennes, 1842). One of the most challenging
problems in fish conservation in Bung Lahan, Changwat Chaiyaphum was that a conservation
group had not been established. Most of them (78.9 %) conservation from were not trained in
department and some district administrative organization but 42.0 % was qaired data and

information on television.



For the study of farmers’s behaviour on fish conservation in 7 items 33 issues were found
the farmers continually practiced included the following 4 issues; 1) the farmers involved following
the Law and the Fishery Act; 2) not to fish catch in the conservation zones drawn by their community;
3) not spilling garbage into fish living area into the fish habitats. There was 21 issues that the farmers
occasionally practiced; 1) using only legal catching equipment specified in the Fishery Act by the
Department of Fisheries; 2) not catching fish in the hatching season; 3) they caught only the
substantially sized fish; 4) pick up aquatic plant improper quantity; 5) releasing a small size of
fish to in water sources; 6) The precaution of using fertilizer and agricultural chemical; 7) they
called the authorities upon finding any other people committing unconventional fishery; 8) specify
fish conservation zoning; 9) filtering any garbage scraps from waste water before draining it into
water sources; 10) They take note of and to report any unusual appearances in the water resource;
11) get rid of the obstructor for migration of fish; 12) manage of water resource fitted to fish
fertilization; 13) conduct conservation activities by making merit by releasing fish as well as
turtles; 14) and controlled such fish predators as snakes and certain birds by chasing them out of
the fish’s breeding areas; 15) fed the fish with surplus feeds, eg broken-milled rice and rice bran
chaff; 16) conduct weed control; 17) involve in water sources development; 18) drawn the rule an
regulation for conservation zone and fine obfender; 19) convince their household members to conserve
fish varieties others to cooperate in fish conservation; 20)  publicizing the fish conservation
knowledge to household member.

The comparison on fish conservation showed that the respondent had different the average
time spent on fish catching hours per day; fish-catching experience; purposes for catching fish

accounted; and incomes generated from fishing had different in condition on fish conservation.



