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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to study (1) social and economic fundamental

status of farmers who participated in the community rice center project in Phaisali District,
Nakhon Sawan Province; (2) their technology adoption of rice seed production; (3) factors

relating to their technology adoption of rice seed production; and (4) their problems and

suggestions on the rice seed production.

The population in this study were 600 farmers who participated in the community
rice center project in Phaisali District, Nakhon Sawan Province. The 120 samples were
selected by using simple random sampling methodology. The data were collected by using an
interview form. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by computer programs
were frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, standard deviation, and
multi-regression analysis.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) The average age of the farmers
who participated in the community rice center project in Phaisali District, Nakhon Sawan
Province was 49.97 years. The average duration of their experience in doing rice farming was
29.88 years, while the average duration of their rice seed production was only 4.50 years. The
average frequency of their attending in training courses was 25.50 times. The average quantity
of the members of their family was 2.71 persons, while the average labor in their family was
2.30 persons. The average area of their rice farming was 46.00 rai. Their rice seeds were sold
at 8 baht/kg. Their average income obtaining from selling their rice seeds in the previous year
was 26,800 baht, while their average income obtaining from doing rice farming was 90,000
baht. Their average expenditure on doing rice farming was 70,000 baht. Most of the farmers
had knowledge about the technology of rice seed production in every aspect, and they had
been transferred knowledge, at “the most” level, from television, newspapers, provincial
agricultural extension academics, and government officials from other relating sectors. They
were also motivated to participate in the community rice center project, in general, at “much”
level. 2) The farmers adopted the technology of rice seed production in their opinion

approach, in general, at “ the most” level, including the technology of the operation after rice
harvesting, and in the soil preparation stage. Most of the farmers adopted every aspect of
technology except the technology of soil and seed preparation and taking off foreign tribes.
(3) There were two factors relating to their technology adoption of the rice seed production,
these were the level of being transferred knowledge of the rice seed production from several
sources, and their motivation for participating in the community rice center project. And ¢
their overall problems on the rice seed production were at “much” level, including soil and
seed preparation, taking off foreign tribes, rice harvest, and operation after harvesting. The
farmers suggested that the government should have supplied them small water sources in their
rice farming area, outdoor area for spreading rice to be dried off in the sun, storage buildings
or barns used for keeping the dry rice, rice seeds, sacks, and machines used for rice threshing,
including setting training courses for them on the technology of taking off foreign tribes.
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